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May 5, 2021 

 

M E M O R A N D U M 

 

TO:   City and County Superintendents of Education 

 

FROM:  Eric G. Mackey  

State Superintendent of Education 

 

RE: 2021-2022 Poverty Data for Within-Local Education Agency (LEA)         

Title I Allocations 

 

The novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) has disrupted many areas within our 

school districts and schools.  One of the unintended consequences from COVID-19 may 

influence within-LEA Title I allocations (rank and serve). The U.S. Department of 

Agriculture’s nationwide waivers may have caused LEAs to potentially have unreliable    

free or reduced-price lunch (FRPL) survey data. For this reason, the United States 

Department of Education (USDOE) has provided alternative options for school districts to 

determine within-LEA Title I allocations in school year (SY) 2021-2022. 

 

The Elementary and Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) requires an LEA to rank all schools 

according to their percentage of public school students from low-income families.  To 

determine the number of public school students from low-income families, the ESEA 

provides an LEA with multiple options.  Due to COVID-19 and the potential for FRPL 

survey data not being reliable, the following options can be used for SY 2021-2022: 

 

• PREFERRED OPTION:  

o National School Lunch Program (NSLP) data from SY 2020-2021 

 

• OTHER OPTIONS: 

o Medicaid or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) data or  

composite data of these two sources from SY 2020-2021. 

o The best available NSLP data, which may be from SY 2019-2020. 

o NSLP data from SY 2020-2021 that may be accessible (e.g., counts of children 

identified through direct certification). 

o A composite of NSLP, Medicaid, and TANF data, which might include 

Medicaid or TANF counts from SY 2020-2021 and the best available FRPL data 

that may be from SY 2019-2020. 

o Data from a poverty survey conducted by the state education agency (SEA) or 

LEA that replicate NSLP, Medicaid, or TANF data. 
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For planning purposes only, the electronic Grant Application Process (eGAP) for Fiscal Year             

(FY) 2022 opened on April 20, 2021, for LEAs to view their Building Eligibility 

Information.  For Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) districts or schools, no changes to 

data collection will occur for the upcoming school year.  However, for non-CEP districts or 

schools, please compare FY 2021 data to FY 2022 data taken from the Fall Extract to make 

an informed decision about which option mentioned above that your district will use for     

FY 2022.  If a district chooses not to use data provided in eGAP, make certain that data 

comes from the Fall Extract. 

 

Please use the attached chart to inform the Alabama State Department of Education of your 

LEA’s final Title I Rank and Serve Data selection by June 11, 2021.   All surveys should be 

signed by the LEA superintendent and emailed to Mrs. Amanda Gann at agann@alsde.edu.  

Once the survey is submitted, no changes will be made. 

 

A WebEx will be provided on May 14, 2021, from 9 to 10 a.m.  Please use the link below: 

 

https://alsde.webex.com/alsde/j.php?MTID=m928191c539b235e74fa79703c17362a8  

Join by meeting number: 

Meeting number (access code): 145 753 3771  

Meeting password: reDt64rmQ2J 

Tap to join from a mobile device (attendees only): 

+1-650-479-3208,,1457533771## Call-in toll number (US/Canada) 

 

For more information, please refer to the USDOE Fact Sheet dated January 4, 2021. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Gann or Mrs. Beth Joseph at 334-694-4516. 
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