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TO: 
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RE: 

City and Count�:inten�ents of Education

Eric G. Mackey� 
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COVID-19 Impact Services for Students With Disabilities 

Eric G. Mackey, Ed.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 

Local education agencies (LEAs) and schools had to pivot quickly to continue to provide special education and 
related services for students with disabilities (SWDs) due to the COVID-19 national emergency. This has not 
been an easy task and LEAs are commended for finding ways to put in place remote instruction and additional 
supports so that SWDs can make progress. 

There have been many challenges to providing a free appropriate public education (F APE) during this time 
and the exceptional efforts of LEA personnel, parents, and students have not gone unnoticed. Despite the 
significant challenges for LEAs, parents, and students, the obligations, rights, and responsibilities under the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) have not been removed or diminished. Accordingly, if an 
LEA is unable to provide a FAPE for a student with a disability under the IDEA through remote learning, it 
must ensure that the student receives appropriate COVID-19 Impact Services once in-person instruction 
resumes. 

Providing special education and related services effectively requires extensive collaboration and coordination 
in the best of times. With the sudden and dramatic impact that the pandemic had on our educational system, 
some special education and related services have been understandably disrupted despite the good faith efforts 
of LEA personnel. 

rCOVID-19 Impact Services must be considered and add essed for students who qualify for special education 
and related services under the IDEA who were adversely impacted as a result of school closures and remote 
learning. 

During upcoming individualized education program (IEP) annual reviews or when parents or teachers request 
a COVID-19 impact review, IEP Teams must revisit each student's needs to identify whether COVID- I 9 
Impact Services are required. The IEP Teams must make individualized determinations regarding 
whether-and the extent to which-a student requires COVID-19 Impact Services. 

A presentation that includes information related to COVID-19 Impact Services is enclosed and is also posted 
on the Alabama State Department of Education website. Department Offices, select Special Education 
Services, select Policies & Procedures, select COVID 19). 

For questions or clarifications, please contact Special Education Services at 334-694-4782 or by email at 
speced@alsde.edu.
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