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FINALISTS FOR NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED
“Alabama Teacher of the Year Katie Collins Selected as One of Five Finalists for

2026 National Teacher of the Year!”
EMBARGOED – For release 1 p.m. EST on Tuesday, January 27, 2026

Montgomery, Ala. – The Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO) today 
announced that five inspiring educators from across the country are finalists for the 2026 
National Teacher of the Year.

CCSSO coordinates the National Teacher of the Year Program. Each year, states, U.S. 
territories, the District of Columbia, and the Department of Defense Education Activity 
select outstanding educators to serve as State Teachers of the Year.

From a cohort of 56 State Teachers of the Year, the National Teacher of the Year Selection 
Committee, comprising 15 individuals and education organizations, selected the national 
finalists based on applications. This year’s finalists are:

· Katie Collins, the 2026 Alabama Teacher of the Year, is a first-grade teacher 
at Bluff Park Elementary School in Hoover, Alabama. Collins’ Teacher of the 
Year bio and application available at National Teacher of the Year- Katie Collins
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Alabama Teacher of the Year Katie Collins Selected as 2026 National Teacher of the Year Finalist

· Rachel Kinsaul, the 2026 Georgia Teacher of the Year, teaches agriculture 
at Morgan County High School in Madison, Georgia. Kinsaul’s Teacher of the 
Year bio and application at National Teacher of the Year - Rachel Kinsaul

· Michelle Gross, the 2026 Kentucky Teacher of the Year, is a seventh grade 
mathematics and gifted studies teacher at Spencer County Middle School in 
Taylorsville, Kentucky. Gross’ Teacher of the Year bio and application available 
at National Teacher of the Year - Michelle Gross

· Linda Wallenberg, the 2026 Minnesota Teacher of the Year, is a ninth 
through 12th grade English teacher at Eden Prairie High School in Eden 
Prairie, Minnesota. Wallenberg’s Teacher of the Year bio and application 
available at National Teacher of the Year - Linda Wallenberg

· Leon Smith, the 2026 Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year, is an Advanced 
Placement U.S. history and Advanced Placement African American studies 
teacher at Haverford High School in Pennsylvania. Smith’s Teacher of the Year 
bio and application available at National Teacher of the Year - Leon Smith

“I congratulate these finalists for their outstanding commitment to education and impactful 
teaching that advances student outcomes,” said CCSSO Chief Executive Officer Carissa 
Moffat Miller. “Thank you to the Selection Committee for their work selecting these 
finalists.”

The finalists will next travel to Washington D.C. and interview with the National Teacher 
of the Year Selection Committee, and CCSSO will announce the 2026 National Teacher of 
the Year this spring.

“This is an exciting announcement and our entire state is proud of Mrs. Collins and her 
inspiring dedication to the teaching profession,” said State Superintendent of Education, 
Dr. Eric G. Mackey. “Alabama has some of the best and brightest educators in the country 
who continue to exceed all expectations. Mrs. Collins is well deserving of this tremendous 
achievement and this opportunity to represent our state at the national level.”

The 2026 National Teacher of the Year will spend a year serving as an ambassador for 
education and uplifting the teaching profession.

“The 2026 National Teacher of the Year finalists exemplify the highest teaching standards, 
empowering students to be future problem solvers through project-based learning and 
community collaboration,” the Selection Committee said. “Their work is rigorous and 
intentional, embodying everything you want to see in a finalist.”

More information about the 2026 State Teachers of the Year and CCSSO’s National 
Teacher of the Year Program is available at the National Teacher of the Year website

###

https://ntoy.ccsso.org/honorees/rachel-kinsaul
https://ntoy.ccsso.org/honorees/michelle-gross
https://ntoy.ccsso.org/honorees/linda-wallenberg
https://ntoy.ccsso.org/honorees/leon-smith
https://ntoy.ccsso.org/

	FINALISTS FOR NATIONAL TEACHER OF THE YEAR ANNOUNCED





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		COMM_NR_20260127_FinalistsFor2026NToYAnnounced_v1.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 3



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Needs manual check		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

