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CARES Act 
Equitable Services Timeline of Events

Non-Regulatory Guidance issued by the U.S. Department of Education 
about Equitable Services for students and teachers in non-public 
schools under the CARES Act.

April 30, 2020

(Non-Regulatory Guidance)

Interim Final Rule published by the U.S. Department of Education 
establishing regulations on determining proportionate share and 
serving non-public schools under the CARES Act.

July 1, 2020

(Interim Final Rule)

The U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia issued an opinion 
and an order vacating the IFR. 

The IFR is no longer in effect.

September 4, 2020

(Court Ruling – IFR)

The U.S. Department of Education issued a letter stating that they will 
not appeal the ruling from September 4, 2020. 

September 25, 2020

(U.S. Department of Education Response)

3The U.S. Department of Education will not take any action against States or local districts that followed the guidance and/or the IFR prior to notice of the court’s decision.



CARES Act 
(ESSER & GEER)

Equitable Services Changes

Process Prior to September 9th

“An LEA uses enrollment data in non-public school 
whose students and teachers will participate under 
the CARES Act programs compared to enrollment in 
public schools in the LEA to determine proportional 
share.”

PROVIDING EQUITABLE SERVICES TO STUDENTS AND TEACHERS IN NON-PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS UNDER THE CARES ACT PROGRAMS, April 30, 2020, 10B

Process After September 9th

“Expenditures for educational services and other 
benefits to eligible private school children shall be 
equal to the proportion of funds allocated to 
participating school attendance areas based on the 
number of children from low-income families who 
attend private schools.”

ESSA Section 1117(a)(4)(A)(i)
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Priv at e S oho o I IEin.-o llrne n t n fo.-rnatii o n (on ty ~f p a rti ipatjng ) 
Private School Enroll ment Information (only if participating) 

# of low-income students from 
served Title I attendance areas: ____________ _ 

Student Enrollment Data must be prior to March 14, 2020 

Student Enrollment Data Date (mm/dd/yyyy): ________ _ 

D 
D 
D 
D 

Methods fo r Determi ning Poverty (dioosc only 1 option) 

Free and Reduced Lunch Ap plications 

o/o Proportion 

Scholars hip Informat ion 

Poverty Survey 
If you have any questions about completing lhis portion of lhe 
form, please reach out to lhe Public School Contacl above. 
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OPTION #1:

LEA not recalculating 
Equitable Services

OPTION #2:

LEA recalculating
Equitable Services

Indicate in the chat your 
intentions (include LEA name).

No further action is required.

Application must be AMENDED.

Due: October 16th

Application 
Approved 

(Prior to 9/9/2020)

I l 
F 



6

Items to Consider for 
Option #2

(Approved Prior to 9/9/20)

Determining the Number of 
Eligible Private School Children

Services already purchased 
with ESSER and/or GEER 
funds for private schools.

Consultation with Private 
School Officials

Consultation with LEA 
Leadership Team and 
Board Attorney
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OPTION #1:

LEA not recalculating 
Equitable Services

ONLY OPTION:

LEA must recalculate
Equitable Services

No further action is required Application must be AMENDED.

Application 
Submitted 

and/or 
Approved 
(After 9/9/2020)

OPTIONS FOR LEAs 
SUBMITTED AND/OR APPROVED 

AFTER SEPTEMBER 9TH 



Scenario #1:
ESSER Approved before 9/9/2020 

GEER Approved after 9/9/2020
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ESSER 
Application

Approved:
6/30/2020

GEER 
Application

Approved:
9/15/2020

WHAT OPTIONS DO I HAVE:

ESSER: The LEA has the option to keep the 
application as submitted or amend the 
application.

GEER: The LEA must amend the 
application and resubmit.

ESSER 
Application

Approved:
6/30/2020

GEER 
Application

Approved:
8/30/2020

WHAT OPTIONS DO I HAVE:

ESSER and GEER: The LEA has the 
option to keep the applications as 
submitted or amend the applications.

ESSER 
Application

Approved:
9/15/2020

GEER 
Application

Application 
NOT Submitted

WHAT OPTIONS DO I HAVE:

ESSER: The LEA must amend the 
application and resubmit.

GEER: The LEA must use the amended 
process when submitting the 
application.

Scenario #2:
ESSER and GEER 

Approved before 9/9/2020

Scenario #3:
ESSER Approved after 9/9/2020 

GEER Not Submitted

~ 
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AMENDED 
Equitable Services Allocation Process
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Invite ALL private schools who serve students who live within your attendance area to participate:
• Private Schools who are located within the LEA attendance area
• Private Schools who serve LEA students but are located outside the LEA attendance area
• Private Schools who are located Out-of-State (LEAs that border neighboring states)

Make sure to record all outreach on the 
Outreach Log – 3 ways using 2 methods is 
the minimum.

If you have confirmation from a prior ESSER 
and/or GEER Intent to Participate the 
amended form is not required. 

Low-income data must be documented and 
attached to the Intent to Participate on file 
at the LEA.

This form must be used if you have not 
previously contacted one or more private 
schools.

OUTREACH LOG DOCUMENTATION 

..:J attempted to contact in the fo ll owing ways: 
_...,(L_EA/...,s•c"'hoo-.l•o•ist• n•·ct ... N•a•m•e"'),;;;;;; ...... ,.(.Pn•·va ... te• s• c'"h•oo...,I N• a•m• e'")-.-

Attempt ff Method Date (mm/dd/yyyy) Stat ll5 

1 ..:.J ..:.J 
2 ..:.J ..:.J 
3 ..:.J ..:.J 

STEP1 

c.-......... , 11_, _l _ _.....,.(CAlll5)Aco 

s.cua.,11oos -- .. ,o--f'..WlcS<.,_,• 
u .. ,., .. ..,..., . no1s---,-lit.llool(HSU]& 
-.-., ...... ............. ._ __ 4410),..... 

IN'l',N'l'lOPldtTIOPATt: --• -

NOTICE: 

If you have confirmation from a prior ESSER and/or 
GEER Intent to Part icipate this form is not requ ired . 

Low-Income data must be documented and attached 
to the Intent to Partic ipate on f i le at the LEA. 

-·--------..... --.----·---------------------~--:._. •---c-•---•-..,.·-------~ 
D t•- -•-1o>-CAM:l-•l:SSEII- □ 1•- - .. -if>-CAMSAc<•<if:EJI-
D tN-•-.,-CAIIIISlln · USOI-- 0 •• -••-•"'""'a.l!Ulln·GHII-... ___ _ 

---,ITillo l----------

_l_Dou._, Ml'fle<•- ••·2020 

I ---- -- -- :... 



Frequently Asked Questions

Question:

We do not have any private 
schools in our area. Why was my 
application returned?

Question:

The private school in our area did 
not want to participate. Why was 
my application returned?
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Answer:

All LEA applications approved and/or submitted after September 9th were returned in order for LEAs to 
review their equitable services for private schools based on the requirements of Title I, Part A.



Methods of Calculating Poverty:
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“A local educational agency shall have the final authority, consistent with this 
section, to calculate the number of children, ages 5 through 17, who are from low-
income families and attend private schools by –

(A) using the same measure of low-income used to count public school 
children;

(B) using the results of a survey that, to the extent possible, protects the 
identity of families of private school students, and allowing such survey 
results to be extrapolated if complete actual data are unavailable;

(C) applying the low-income percentage of each participating public school 
attendance area, determined pursuant to this section, to the number of 
private school children who reside in that school attendance area; or

(D) Using an equated measure of low-income correlated with the measure 
of low-income used to count public school children.”

ESSA 1117(c)(1)



(C) Proportionality  - Example

Private School Data must reflect student enrollment prior to March 13, 
2020

• Private School Total Enrollment – 200

• Private School Students Residing in LEA – 100
• Private School Students Residing in Title I Attendance Areas – 70

• Students who qualify for School A (80% Poverty): 40 (40 x .80 = 32)
• Students who qualify for School B (70% Poverty): 20 (20 x .70 = 14)
• Students who qualify for School C (60% Poverty): 10 (10 x .60 = 6)

• Private School Students NOT Residing in Title I Attendance Areas – 30

• Total # of Private School Students (Poverty Count): 52 students
13



AMENDED 
Equitable Services Allocation Process
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Complete the AMENDED Private School Enrollment Survey using verified data from Private Schools.

LEA Low-Income Enrollment 
will auto fill once you select 
your LEA.

Amended Applications will 
not be processed without 
this form.

Email to 
sally.meek@alsde.edu

STEPS2&3 
\IJ'Ut-' 11'--GU,,. LI i i .> IVIIII Cl.> 11 ......... U,._,U/ AMENDED: September 22, 2020 

SCHOOL SYSTEM: ________________ _:J_. 

TOTAL -LOW-INCOME STUDENT ENROLLMENT FOR LEA: ______ o ____ _ 
LEA **Low-Income Student Data was pulled from the 
FY20 Title I, Part A Set-Asides Page in eGap. 

Please check box and retum if there are NO private schools in your attendance area OR no private schools are participating in ESSER or GEER funding. 

For each participating private school in your attendance area please provide the following information: .. Expenditures for educational services and other benefits to eligible private 
school children shall be equal to the proportion of funds allocated to 
participating school attendance areas based on the number of children from 1. Name and add ress of each participating private school in your attendance area. 

2. Total **low-income enro llment of each participating p rivate schoo l. 

1 

Name of Private Schoo l 

low-income families who attend private schools. ESSA 1117(a)(4)(A)(I) 

2 

TOT AL ... Low-Income 

Enro ll ment of Participating 
Address of Private School Private Schools 

ESSER Funds GEER Funds 

Tota l Number of Private School Students : 

1!; 

l 
a 

I 
I 
i 
:I 
!i 
j 

I 
9' .. 
~ 
11 
I 
l 



AMENDED 
Equitable Services Allocation Process
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POINTS TO CONSIDER DURING CONSULTATION:
• Discuss new methodology
• Calculation Process
• Data to be Collected and Verified
• Implementation Plan Revisions

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO CONSULT WITH ALL 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS WHO WISH TO PARTICIPATE 

IN ESSER OR GEER PROGRAMS.

STEP4 



AMENDED 
Equitable Services Allocation Process
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Complete the AMENDED Equitable Services Implementation Form using data from the AMENDED Private School Survey.

This form must be completed and 
signed by both the LEA 
Representative and Private School 
Officials.

This form is required if you have 
private schools participating.

Email to sally.meek@alsde.edu

STEPS5&6 

A l.a b a m a St.ate: D e p a rtment of E ducat i o n 

AMENDED -Cor o nav i ru s A i d , Relief. and E c o nomi c Secu ri t y ( CA.RE S) Act ~ .6 

Se:c1: i o n 1 80 0 5 - S e rvi ces t o N on-Publi c S choo l s ~- ,,?~ ......... ~ 
Elementary and Secondary School Relief (ESSER) & Governor's Emereency Education Relief (GEER ) Funds ~-.. d" 

EQUITABLE SERVICES IMPLEMENTATION FORM AMENDED : Sepre,nber 22, 2020 ""~..,.. .._ ... - ..,,. ......... 

Genc:,r...,I lnform--.tion 

This fo r-m must b e comp leted by t:he pub l ic sch ool official i n consu ltat ion with pr-i v:a. t c:: school o ffi c i a l s fo r b oth ESSER and G EER f u nds. The pri vat e sch oo l 
offi c i a l i s r eq u i r e d to certi fy th i s f o rm and s h ou l d add comments, i f any, i n th e meaningfu l con s u l t a t i on section o f the docu ment. 

Private School Information 

Private School Na.me : _____________________ _ C ont.a.ct: Person: _____________________ _ 

Mailing Addre ss: _____________________ _ T e l e phone Numbe r: _____________________ _ 

City/Town & Zip Code : E ma.ii : 

Public School Information 

School Syst:em Na.me: C ont.a.ct: Person: 

Equitable Services - CARES Ac:t: Allo-ca.t:ion 

Fu n d i nc S ou.-c:e : C=1 ESSE R c::J GEE R 

A . Det e rmininiz Pr-o p o r tio n al Sha r e f or- Eau i tabl e Servi ces 

* "" A1 . TOTAL L ow- I n come LEA S t u dent Enr-ollment (from FY20Title I , P~rt A Set -Asi d es P aee in eGap) I 
* ""A.2. TOTAL P r iv·ate Sch oo l L ow-Income S tudent En r ollment for- ALL participat:i n g schools I 

* ""A3. TOTAL L ow-Income S tudent En r ollment ( A1-+- A2 ) I 0 

* ""A4. P u b li c Schoo l P r oport'ion = 0 .00% I ** AS. Priva t e S c hool Proport ion= 0 .00% 

B . Pr- i v a te School E quitabl e Ser-vi ce A llocati o n 

B 1. Total LEA C AR ES Act A llocation I 
B2. P r oport iona l S h ar-e fo r P r ivate Sch oo l Equi t abl e Serv ices (AS) I 0 .00% 

B 3 . Total Equitab l e Servi ces Alloca tion fo r- A LL P r i v ate Sch oo l.s w i t hin LEA ( B1 x B2) I S0.00 

C. Admi ni s t r-ative Cost s Set - A s i d e A mounts fr-om P r i vate Sc h ool Allocat i on 

C1 . Administr-ative per-cen t age r-eserved by LEA I -=..J 
C2. Admini stra tive costs {up t o 1 0 % ) .-es e rved a t LEA (B3 x C 1 } I s o_oo 
D . P e r P u pi l Am o u n t (PPA) fo r P r iva t e School Eq u i t a ble Serv ices 

D1. Tot.a l CARES Act Allocatio n a fte r adm i n istrative cost s ( B3 - C2) I $0_00 

D2. P er- P upil Amoun t - P PA ( D 1 div ided by A 2) I 
E. Priva te Schoo l A lloca ti o n 

* * E1 . T OTAL Low- I ncome Stude n t Enro llmen t a t I 
E2. C A R ES A ct Allocation for (E 1 x D2) I S0.00 

Paee 1 o f 3 



Frequently Asked Questions

Question: What if I have 
submitted my application after 
September 9th and I have no 
changes to the Equitable Services?

Answer: You will need to submit 
the following only:

1. AMENDED Private School Survey

2. Updated Signature Page

Question: What if I have already 
submitted my application but I 
have changes that are needed for 
Equitable Services?

Answer: We will provide 
additional guidance over the next 
few slides detailing the process.

17



Frequently Asked Questions

Question: What if I have not 
submitted an application?

Answer: Email your completed 
application using the revised 
equitable services guidance for 
review.

18

Question: What if I have an 
approved application prior to 
September 9th and do not want to 
make any changes?

Answer: Indicate in the chat that 
no changes will made by your LEA 
(include LEA name). No further 
action is required. 



19

AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR ESSER APPLICATIONS: 

1) Update the Budget on page 2 of the ESSER appl ica tion with any budget allocation changes. 

► NOTE: The amount for equitable services should match the total amount fr-om the AMENDED 
Equitable Serviices lmple1mentatiiion Forim1 (inc u d iin g any over ages due t o the inabill ity of 
retrieviiing some services from private schools). 

P ,rc:>,V'lde, a c:le,t;a,11,ec:I 11:>u,dg,et te> ,e:xpl,.a_l- llhe>'"""' E:S:SE.R ~.-.c:ls -■:II it>,e, ... :seed I"' ye>._.r LE...A.,_ 

CA.RES . .A..ct IESSEFI: IFL11 1r 1H:IS, 

FIU-D Sc:>UJRCE c:::c:>DE 4290 
F._._,. c:it: ll .:>.-. ·C>l:>J ,ec:11: IPrc:>;g;...-aam ...A..mc>~.-.rtt B.-il]e,·f D-=c:rl 1pt.ic>..,. ,e>,f E:xp,e..,.dl re::ou.re, 

2) Update the Equitrablle Serviices Assurance sectio n on page 3 , of the ESSER application to inc lude the 
foUowing i nfor1matio n : 

• How w iiU equitabl e service · funds be used by the private sch ools? 
• How w iilll ti1melly and meaningful consulltation oocur with private sch ools? 
• VVhat i s the proposed timelline fo1r se1rvices and assistance to be iimpleirnented by private 

schools? 

PIFIOvide a b · et explanatio1n of" t:he ·fo ow· ng: How vuiH equ · ce funds be used by ·tlhe priva e :schools? 
Ho'IN' w"I tisne y · and meaningful cons ltation occur w "th p ··va1:e schoo s ,? What is the proposed time ·ne f"or 
sell"Vic:es, ,and ass ·st:,ance t:o, be iimplement1-ed by priv:a,te schools,? 



20

3,) If you are, aUocating funds to an area already identified on the original LEA budget, no addliitional 
chang1es are needled .. 

4) If you are, allocating funds for additional services to the application, update the follllowing boxes: 
• How w1illl the LIEA determine the, m1ost important educational! needs as a resullt of COVID-1 '9? 

(page 1) 
• Which allowable activities will the, LIEA use ESSER fiundls to provide educational se,rvices? (page 

2) 
• What is the LEA''s proposed timeline for providing1 serviic1es and assistance to students and 

staff? (page 3) 
• How willl the LIEA use ESSER funds to prom1ote remote l,earning? (page, 3) 

For e,xam1plle: You did not allocate funds for PIPIE but now· would llike to purchase PPE .... 

5) Once an re,visiions are, com1plleted, ple,ase have the CSFO and Superintendent sign the, application. 

6,) E1mail the ,amended IESSER application to CARESapp@alsde.edu for review and approval. 
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AMENDMENT PROCESS FOR GEER APPL/CATIONS: 

1) Update Private School Equitable Services Allocation on page 1 of the GEER application. 

NOTE: The amount for equitable services should match the total amount from the AMENDED 
Equitable Services Implementation Form (including any overages due to the inability of 
retrieving some services from private schools). 

A. Pl"tv..te 5chool Equitabt s..-viccs Allocation 

NOTE: V_sr the Private, SchooJ Equitable $,o,vla,s l:mp!c,,nentatlon Form for thh _section. 

0The LEA h-ns no w»tes. ,ooh In thC!ir tte-ndance artea 
D The LEA hi,:,, p,;,, te ~oob but ALL decl ned top I p4te nCAR SActGEERfundlng 
0ThC! lU. h s priv tC! sC'h<lds th.at w ill P.,rticipob! In CARCS Act G£CR fundin 

Com.J:>,.,,~ th~ ,et:<fo.n ~/Ow only lfyt,11 hOW!! ptivou, ,moot• tl',or wlN IN!' porfi<IPotino in GCCR/untl-n 
Tor;al LEA GEER Alloc.al;lon 

Toul LEA Prlvi!tr School Alloc:.uJon 
Totlli UA Private ~ooi Admln,str.lUvc Co,ts Set ·Asw:tc 

1'oti3I # of PnvoJte Schools PartidpoJti~ 
Total Student uirollm,..nt i!lt the LEA 

Total Stud .. n t E,nroflment at AU. Partlcip.1tinR Pnvat .. School• 

2) Update the LEA Allocations for Section B, Section C, and Section D on page 2 of the GEER 
application. 

l,fA~ nnfn,~ n _____ _ 

D TM L!A-.-, u.- lht .. ~ b pJltn, it"6ci we"\.- plb ti.id. 

□ 1"h. llA .... not an tttl• illliQu rm i,qU41pir" .. •r:bCICH ~ 1Mth WW i ~bl 

~l"c-1><...,_/f_lVI_...Clo••ffltJ_, 

-~---------------
\'tt ¥t ttlnsitf S IIOcltK)I) 

□ Aallfflllc !iuppon 10 Ill\ Lear",w •nd kll..,~ Go!>s al swoenu ICJ 
,owtr.tnster•ed ___ _ 

09"1 ....... ,.,~,- uto,t,w 

t.mcum obecnns1 red 

.,..... r., .... o· _____ _ 

~UA•11""' ~••loollo'-lorP')' ...... fCld,_~,-•110,w-
□-u,t,,ril - Jlloc...-to,pn,,111,n -IOdtffllc:SlOpp«t1Dt1-.m. 

Q lh,pl<A , ... ,not .,.-,.t,,,..-ii111t ..... to -,, 

0 T»eLL<"1 noc ..-1hb10oa11CH1IOf-,Wl__,.b> 

C.omp,lotlo ro.., -..,t),t1•>1••1L•-•vrr. ... touo< - · 
R,,HO<V'fla1ic,, • ---------------

•"-•--odo/ll'_IEA_,..,. ,._ •-•-
•~~~-----------------v,., W11 t,w~r tNt -.kle:lrfi,;n tlJ' 

~ 10 t,•ntt.n d ___ _ """""'"' 19u,.,, ,.,thW· '1c.i,.I, tle fRI 

0 ~• • r $ttlool Tlllo<l,.lor l .. n -• on ln 
_,,01oecn11ut<fffil ___ _ 

101 ltl 
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3) Update the Equitable Services Assurances Section on page 3 of the GEER application. 

NOTE: Make sure to answer all 6 questions based on the Equitable Services Implementation 
Form. 

Provide .a brief l!llpl.anatioo .answerinc the fo lowlng questions: 
1) w · semc · ftorn povate Khoo accept«cl or ~ustd in your UA? 
2) If services Wl!le acnpted by private schools who Kll'ptl!d ..nd w~t allout on did they reel!" el 
3) When did private schooJs in you.r LEA rec:eive timely and meani lful am:su tiltion? 
4) What Meet will h pnvat school re r nd n wi I th• !'Vic be i 
SI How wm GEER funds be UW-d 10 mswove r mate amine~ nd support ledln capac ty and 

acCll!Ss .at private schools within your LEA? 

6) If a private school acfministra ·~ wt•aiide ii bein& ta n by the LEA. what is t a_lkxation and how 
11111 t be used? 

4) Update the Budget on pages 7 & 8 of the GEER application with any budget allocation changes. 

lA. E .. ltabllt 54,vqs 
fOCJI SHJio,I A~ 

lll.,-.. tt""" l tltt O.~ .. Elipe-11,tin• Funlllna so..ne Eal"""'ld lliMdltl 
1--• Obion • .,_,_\ Am-,l 

Pl'tv~~sehOol 
54't OIU11e<I " ill5e«iOAM 

AAlocat lon JC. ......_llnll ~ ,~, U1 ~ Lum• Md Adt1t.eteft[ Gall JD. .. fa,.,.,..,. set..- n.t-t.-
Pt~S(hOol 

SH Orra,lco Niimi II\Sl'aiOA2A Adm.n. CGst, 
T .... S.ctim.C.Atinubar, 

.,_.....,.. ro..c~_,ofb-- ru..tff9~rca (s,}_.,..,411,. ,~~,..._,,,., - T<ttJII $t(tton D ._..___ ~-

O!lffl .. _ _,,,tl.., of u- I r~Scurca --•-..i 38. e-•-• St'hool aasu wltl\ ...,_Fl ca-"'lltln !tit .... ~-
Tatllls.<donlAlloGXloll •~flt• -l•IMI" It ... 811 f Oef<l°,plloft 01 f.q)e- l\4Jffl 

Fundln1 SC>uKe lMilllJi.ci h d8tC 
,_,_ . Ob""" • PNl(r,•1 - . 

-..s..,cJhs -... -... 
.......... 1 

a.-._,.., ....... .. -........ , 
WI~ Equamen1 ,,,,_ , .... _.. ... 

lnokect Costs - - -
-Cola --l""'!fflCIKo 

5) If you are allocating funds to an area already identified on the original LEA budget no additional 
changes are needed. 

.....,_di-.......... 
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6) If you are allocating funds for additional services to the application, update the foUowiing boxe,s: 
• 28,~ Equipping1 Schooll Buses with Wi-Fi 1Capabiilitiies (page 4) 
• 2C. Addlitiional Acade1mic Supports to Bridge Learning and Achievem1ent Gaps (pages 4-6) 
• 2D. B,efor1e/After School Tutoring (page, 16) 
• How wil the LEA plan for im1plle1mentatiion and measure impact for e,ffectiveness for 

purchases identified? (page '9) 
• What is the proposed Ume,liine for proviiding s.ervice,s. and assistanoe to students and staff? 

(page 91) 
For e,xa1mpl1e: You did not aUocate funds for PPIE but now woulld like to purchase PPE .. 

7) Once all revisions are comipl 1eted, p,llease have the CSFO and Superintendent sign the, application. 

8) E1maill the amended G1IEIER appliication to CARESapp1@alsde edu for r,eviie·w and approval!. 
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