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STATE OF ALABAMA 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

April 22, 2020 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

City and County Superintendents of Education 

Eric G. Mackey~ 
State Superintendent of Education 

Eric G . Mackey, Ed.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 

RE: High School Diplomas for World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War 
Veterans 

The Alabama Legislature enacted legislation urging the State Superintendent of 
Education to develop and implement a program to grant high school diplomas to 
qualifying World War II, Korean War, and Vietnam War veterans. 

These guidelines are suggested to ensure compliance with this legislation. 

In response to a request by a qualified veteran or the family of a veteran: 

• The local superintendent should designate a person at each school to search 
through the high school archives to verify that the person for whom the request 
is being made was a student who left school before completing graduation to 
join the military during World War 11, the Korean War, or the Vietnam War. 
Should the information not be available in some form of school records, 
adequate documentation could include a report card, a newspaper clipping , or 
notarized documentation from two verifiable sources that can confirm school 
attendance. The key factor is that the designated school official has evidence 
that satisfactorily verifies the veteran's attendance at the high school. 

• Upon the verification of school records of attendance, the veteran must provide 
the appropriate military discharge documentation that indicates an honorable 
discharge. For deceased veterans killed in action, the veteran's next of kin must 
supply verification of death. Should the veteran not have the appropriate 
discharge documentation, he or she should contact the county veterans' service 
officer for information about how to obtain the necessary papers. 
(The veterans' service officer can be located in the telephone directory in the 
yellow pages or at the local county courthouse.) 
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• The Alabama Department of Veteran Affairs will pay the current costs for one 
diploma with the appropriate graduating date being the same as the next 
graduating class. Upon final presentations each year by each high school in all 
school districts, the local principals shall submit an invoice to the local 
superintendent of education. The superintendent shall invoice the Department 
of Veteran Affairs for payment. The Department of Veterans Affairs has 
requested that the invoice be printed on the school system's letterhead, a list 
that includes each veteran's name, his or her service number, and the diploma 
costs as identified in the enclosed outline. The cut-off date to submit an invoice 
for reimbursement is November 6, 2020. 

• According to the wishes of the recipient, the diploma may be presented at a 
scheduled graduation ceremony, a private ceremony, or mailed. 

I encourage you to help disseminate information about this program in effective 
ways in your community. There is enormous potential for good public relations and 
good will to worthy citizens. If you have any questions, please contact 
Dr. Carolyn A. Jones by telephone at (334) 694-4768 or via email at 
cajones@alsde.edu. 
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l~QQ~kWt An . . Actt 

TO.· ~e.m:ti 6-~ction. l 6',-l--37, Code of Al.:abama l.'9 75., . 

.r~l.~1:Jn:g- to puhli:c: eduaa:tio•n, .to pl.'ovide tm:-the·r :fo.;r the 

!·$-~,u&nc~' of. h.tg-h school di:J;>l~as t .o, -ce.ttain honorably 

dd;sqn.a:-.ged 'U'elei:t:~~:·,, 

.BE '.fT Ji1NA~l}0> 8·Y THE LEGt&;LA_TURE OF ALl\13100\: 

Se<:::bi-on l, :S~oti:op 1~ ... 1-37,. Coda o.f Alabama 1.91.5, is 

arttenciU&a t-o crerad ·as .feJ.low-s·: 

't'§l.6 ... 1-37. 

11 '1'-h.~ State S:U~(:i:r±ntendent Qf Educati on may award a 

sttH1dAt:d ni-gtl 'B'Cho,:el d.i-plorna to any hPnorably discha:i::ged 

-~ ,t:e,r,an. w..~Q -s·e~v~¢1 in the: unit-e'd 'Sta:tes Armed Fo~ces act 

any.tit:ne bet.weet1 riec~er 7, :t:9,41,, and Janti~·:r;y 3l, .19:4:6.,. 11ffli 

between June. 27, .l9'50, and January 31, 1955., ~ u bqj::we.en 

N.~¢:t 15•, .19:&L a!JS:! Ma;rch 28. 192J1 was a, resident of 

~labl)m,a p:rlQX' to l,·01:ttY. into the United ~tat:as Amed Fe;rces; 

an'(! wl,'io~e entt:y inte the, United: stat~s ~li~~ql forces 

inter?:-µpted, hf·gh. aehool a·,wte.n.Qan:ce a·ntt prev-eAte.d gr-adu-ation-. 

Op:on tbe recouune.rtclation of th-e State Superintendent of 

Edu&ation, the Sta:t-e Board of Educa.tion shall develop criteria 

and: 9ud.del.inee- nece.s.acar,y f O:-JZ t be implemant.at..ton o.f this 

eect,±otJ.. ir 
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l. :e•,~t.;Lon .2., ThiB' a:e.t shall b'eo'Ome effaci.t,lva sn th~ 

::i ff.rat day of the: tnird month foil.owing. its passage and 

3 Appr,ova1 by the G,avez;no·:;;, or ite othe:rwjse becoming law. 
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(&h®t Letterhead and Addiess Infonnation1 

Schoo1:Dmrict: ,---..----- ~------~ Contact N~e: -.-----~---:---- CQntabt }>Jl;Q~ Nuinbet . ·--,--~-

R(XJ_uest is'lier'®.y·made for rclm~ {)f expenses as indroat~fgt the following natn~Qfveteram; presented cµpl~ 'bf this~• 
.::I-th .~ ·•.. ·f ·J\. ..... ·0·1 -04c· c· ':,.,;.J:,,: ,;.1'.tt-li..,;.;.;;....;.. unuac , epnrvi$J.OJ:l,.:O . ,n;.\A, . :'··~ "~ - ~~-~,-.... 

T 

Act 01•345, Cock pfA.liibr:vna, ~in~ ... "The State Sllp.eriatendent of Education: may award~ standard high school diploma.to any 
hollQrably disc~ed veteran· who ~ high school between 1937 and 1946, was ~utea to graduate 6-etw.• i94i and l95Q"' and.~ 
inducted into the U~ted ·States Armed F~.es between September 16, 1940~ and De(:~:r. 31. 1946, before wmpleting the necessary high 
school.graduation xequire.rnents." 



State of Alabama 
l>epartm~nt ofV:eterans'./:Ufairs 
.I!~(). iox.J:509 
Moµtgom~ryj AL ~:61()2-;t:509. 

, . 
.... .. , 

(Superinten4ent' s Letwrhead) 

RE~ Act- 01~34$, Code of Alabama; ·•'the State: Stjperinterident of Btlucation. may award a 
standard high school. diploma to '~Y honorably discharged veteran who began high. school 
:betweell 1,9)7 :and 1946., was sclii:i:iuled to graduate· between 1941 and 1950, and was inducted 
-into the .l).'nited States Anned F.'o~~s between September 16, 1940, and December 31, 1946-, 
before. completing the necessary :high-school gr.adua:tion requfrel;nent, '' · 

In.30-001'.dmce wfih thisAo;. the £oll.owlngitivoioe/with.suppor.ti11gdocuments(sJ is/are sumru~ 
for payment 'a$ f<>llowin 

l hereby certify th~t this. invoice is C'Otreot and justi artd that payment therefore has not been 
received,. 

. (Notary Public Signature) 


