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USDA EXTENDS WAIVERS FOR
SUMMER FOOD SERVICE PROGRAMS THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 30

Montgomery, Ala. - As the COVID 19 Pandemic continues, the U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) has announced the nationwide extension of several waivers that
allow all children to continue to receive nutritious meals under the USDA Summer
Food Service Program (SFSP).

These flexibilities are now available through September 30, 2021, instead of expiring
June 30.

“This is great news for the whole country, who can experience the type of reliable
Summer Food Service Program meals we've enjoyed for years in our state each
summer,” said Danielle Turk, Education Specialist for Child Nutrition Programs at the
Alabama State Department of Education.

The Summer Food Service Program in Alabama is called "Break for a Plate.” This
program ensures, all children 18 and under are eligible for two meals at no cost every
day throughout the summer months. Those who are age 19 with mental and physical
disabilities and enrolled in a public school are also eligible to participate.

The Summer Food Service Program in Alabama is one of the fastest growing
initiatives of its kind in the nation, inspiring other states to model their own programs
after its success.

"When you consider how the pandemic has altered how schools function - whether in
person or virtually - it’s vitally important that all children continue to have healthy,
nutritious meals available year-round,” said Turk. "To that end, we are now working
with even more sponsors, at more locations across the state this summer. We'’re
grateful for the support of the USDA in making these meals available to all kids in our
state regardless of income, especially to families hard-hit by this national public health
emergency."

The waivers allow organizations to have options to ensure all children have access to
meals at various locations throughout the state.

For more information on Break for a Plate, or to find a distribution location near you,
who are serving children free breakfast and lunch, visit www.BreakforaPlate.com.
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ABOUT BREAK FOR A PLATE

“Break for a Plate”, Alabama’s Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), provides two nutritious meals every
day during the summer months to children, regardless of household income. A joint effort of the Alabama
State Department of Education and the USDA, “Break for a Plate” served a record 3 million meals to children
in 2019. Visit www.breakforaplate.com or call 211 today for more information.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race,

color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they
applied for benefits. Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made
available in languages other than English.

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form,
(AD-3027) found online at: How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint
form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:

Q) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;

2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or

3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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http://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Complain_combined_6_8_12.pdf
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html

