State of Alabama
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security {CARES) Act
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER)
Local Educational Agency (LEA) Application

In order to recelve a CARES Act ESSER Fund allocation, an LEA must submit this application to the SEA,

{GENERALINFORMATION .

1, LEA Informatlon. |

LEA Name Decatur City Board of Educatlon
Malling Address 302 4th Avenue

Physical Address 302 4th Avenus

Clty/Town and Zip Code Decalur, AL 35601
Superintendent's Name Dr. Michael Douglas

Contact Person Mandi Jones

Contact Person Position CSFO

Contact Telephone Number  256-652-0627

Contact Email mand!,jones@dcs.edu

7L PROGRAMNMATIC; FISCAL, AND'REPORTING ASSURANCES: /. i

The Unlted States Department of Education (USED) has approved the application frem the State of Alabama for
ESSER funds under the CARES Act. The avillability of funds is from 4/29/2020 to 4/29/2021. LEAs will be allowed to
expend funds untll 9/30/2022, Pre-award costs to the ESSER fund will be allowed for allowable cost incurred on ot
after March 13, 2020,

2. Allowable Servicé(s) Assurance

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certlfies that:

The LEA will use ESSER funds for activities allowable under section 18003(d) of Division B of the CARES Act. The
United States Department of Education does not consider the following to be an allowable use of ESSER funds,
under any part of 18003: 1) subsidizing or offsetting executlve salaries and benefits of individuals who are not
employees of the SEA or LEAs or 2) expenditures related to state or local teacher or faculty unlons or assoclations.

How will the LEA determine the most important educational needs as a result of COVID-19?

Decatur Clty Schools developed a task force consisting of administrators and supervisors to
determine the most important educational needs resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic. This
task force met numerous times and outlined several areas that need immediate attention.

How does the LEA Intend to assess and address student learning gaps resulting from the disruption in educational
services?

Decatur City Schools will administer a pre-assessment to students during the menths of July and August 2020 to determine reading and math
proficiency. We will provide targeted small group instruction to address academic deflolts and to accelerate learning opportunities for students
identlfled via the pre-assessment. DCS willl follow the systam-wide pacing guldes which are In alignment with ihe state's academic content standards
and admlnister common aseessments lo determine academlic growth or areas in nesd of Improvement. For any areas in need of improvement,
instructional plans will be developed. Additionally, DCS will conduct data meetings (In person and/or virtually) to continue to monitor student
achlevement. In the summer of 2021 DCS will hold a 6 week summer school learning program. DCS wili pravide transportatlon for the summer
learning program,

Page 1 of§



Which allowable activities will the LEA use ESSER funds to provide educational services? {Select all that apply)

Actlvities authorlzed by the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA},

Activities authorized by the individuals with Disabllities Education Act {IDEA).

Activities authorlzed by the Adult Education and Family Literacy Act.

Activities authorized by the Carl D, Perkins Career and Technical Education Act of 2006,

Actlvities authorized by subtitle B of Title Vil of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Asslstance Act.

Coordination of preparedness and response efforts of local education agencies with State, local, Tribal, and
territorial public health departments, and other relevant agencies, to Improve coordinated responses among
such entities to prevent, prepare for, and respond to corohavirus.

-|Providing principals and other school leaders with the resources necessary to address the needs of the

individual schools.

Activitles to address the unique needs of low-income children or students, children with disabilities, English
learners, racial and ethnic minoritles, students experiencing homelessness, and foster care youth, including
how outreach and service delivery will meet the needs of each population.

Developing and implementing procedures and systems to improve the preparedness and response efforts of
local educational agencies.

Training and professional development for staff of the local educational agency on sanitation and minimizing
the spread of infectious diseases.

RO OO0 O

Purchasing supplies to sanitize and clean the facilitles of a local educational agency, including building
operated by such agency.

N

Planning for and coordinating during long-term closures, including for how to provide meals to eligible
students, how to provide technology for online learning to all students, how to provide guidance for carrying
out requirements under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act {20 USC 1401 et seq.) and how to
ensure other educational services can continue to be provided consistent with all Federal, State, and local
reguirements,

N

Purchasing educational technology {including hardware, software, and connectivity) for students who are
served by the local educational agency that aids In regular and substantive educational interaction between
students and their classroom instructors, including low-income students and students with disabillities,
which may include assistive technology or adaptive equipment.

i

Providing mental health services and supports.

N

Planning and implementing activities related to summer learning and supplemental afterschool programs,
including providing classroom instruction or online learning during the summer months and addressing the
needs of low-income students, students with disabilities, English learners, migrant students, students
experiencing homelessness, and children in foster care.

[]

Other activities that are necessary to maintaln the operation of and continuity of services In local

educational_agencles and continulrlgrto employ existing staff of the local educational agency.

Provide a detalled budget to explain how ESSER funds willl be used In your LEA.

CARES Act ESSER Funds
FUND SOURCE CODE 4290

N

Function | Object | Program | Amount Brief Descrlption of Expenditure

See attached
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_; Decatur Clty Board of Educatlon CARES Act ESSER Funw'

s

FUND SOURCE CODE 4290
Functldrr - H thbj_ect Program ‘ ‘ Amount Brlef Descnptlon of Expendrture R
11QO o » 4“1{ 12000 $1,711,027: Student devices for online learning
2210 362% vvvvvvv 8220 $100,000  Internet connectivity devices for students (hotspots)
- 9200 - an ‘ 4900’ """"""""""" $14,094 Private school instuctional supplies
9200 - 441" 4900 $36437 anate school custodial supplies
1100 § 10 4300; s 000 Summer Ceaming Pt pa ; -
1100 @ 101 0! $1 5, 000 Summer Learning aldepay i
) -11-(-)0‘ 220 » W$12 551 Summer Leamlng retirement _
_ 11_00 . 23_'0 o i SR Ahlcii il Rnthatussbbad it —
1000 240, 43 $1,595 ; “Summer Learning medicare
1100: 250 $55: Summer Learning SUI
4188. 161 $10,000 Summer Learning Bus Driver
4188! 220 $1,236 Summer Learning Bus Driver retirement
......... 4188 230 $619: Summer Learning Bus Driver social security
4188, 240 $144: Summer Learning Bus Driver medicare
4188; 250 $1 1 Summer Learning Bus Driver SUI
2210 192 8221 $100,000 ?\ﬁrtual Curriculum Task Force Stipends (off contract)
- 2210 230 8221 $6,200  Virtual Curriculum Task Force Stipends Soc. Sec.
2210 240, 8221 $1,450 ‘VIrtuaI Curriculum Task Force Stipends Medicare
2210 250 ‘ "Virtual Curriculum Task Force Stipends SUI
3200 343 $3,546  AIr purifiers, water bottle fillers (OHCA)
3200 o S 8300 $100,381 : Custodial supplies to sanitize and clean facilies

$2,216,186:




What s ft"he,LEA's;ptoposed timeline for providing services and assistance to students and staff?

Decatur City Schoots will be providing a Summer Learning academy in July 2020 In order lo address academlc gaps In reading and math, DCS will
provide transportation for the Summer Learning academy. DCS has assembled a task force compriged of teachers from across the district. In June
and July 2020 this task force will develop the virual curriculum (which aligns with the pacing guides) that will be used for our viruel oplion and/or to
be used In the evant of a school closure due to the COVID-18 pandemic. The members of this task force will be pald a minimel stipend. DCS plens
on purchasing studant devices (hardware and connectivity) by September 2020. Additlonally DCS plans {o purchase custodial supplies o sanitize
and olean all of our facilifies, The purchases will be made throughout the summer and all of the 2020-2021 school year. All services will conclude by
Septernber 30, 2022,

How will the LEA use ESSER funds to promote remote learning?

DCS has assembled a task force comprised of teachers from across the district. In June and Ju[y 2020 this task force
will develop the virtual currleulurn (which aligns with the pacing guides) that will be used for our virtual option and/or to
be used in the event of a school closure due to the COVID-19 pahdemic, The members of this task force will be pald a
minimal stipend, DCS plans to purchase sludent devices by September 2020 to ensure each student has a device to
facilltate on line learning. Additionally, DCS will provide connectivity devices to any student who needs Internet access.

3, Eqidtable.Sérvices Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

e The LEA receiving ESSER funds will provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public schools
as required under Section 18005 of Division B of the CARES Act,

» The LEA receliving ESSER funds will provide equitable services to students and teachers in non-public schools
located within the LEA In the same manner as provided under Section 1117 of the ESEA, as determined
through timely and meaningful consultation with representatives of non-public schools,

¢ The LEA will ensure that it will malntaln control of funds for the services and assistance provided to a
non-public school

e The LEA will ensure that it wlill have title to materials, equipment, and property purchased with ESSER funds,

¢  The LEA will ensure that services to a non-public school with ESSER funds will be provided by.the LEA
directly, or through contract with, another public or private entity.

|Provide a brief explanation of the followlng: How will equitable service funds be used by the private schools?
How will timely and meaningful consuitation occur with private schools? What Is the proposed timeline for
[services and asslstance to be implemented by private schools?

Equitable ssrvice funds will be usad by the privala schools lo plan and.coordinate during long-term closures, including how to provide meals to ellglble studenis, lechnology for
onlina learning fo el students, guldance for carrylng out requiremeonis under IDEA , and ansure other oducatlonal sarvicas can continua to be provided congistent with all Fadaral,
slate, and local requirements, Addltionally, supplies to senillze and clean facilliles will be purchased. A iimely and meaningful cansultalion will acour with private schools through a
virlual masting wilh private achool leaders and ihe Dacalur City Schools CSFO and Faderal Programs Supervisor, All services and asalstance will be Implemented throughout the
2020-2021 school year, All funds will be apenl by Septarmnbar 30, 2022, NOTE: The original ESSER | applicalion aquitable servicas amounts were celculaled hasad on lotal
sludenis. This amendment has baan dto lculate ayullable services using the proporuonalily mathod, This changed fha amounls lo each of our private schools, It
Incremsed &1, Ann's by $3,852.51, However, It significantly dacraased the amount for Decatur Herllags (decreasa of $46,994,13). This led to Decelur Herltage using 6,889.90 more
then thay should have been ellocaled. We have met wilh both schodls and we heve submlited -emended squitable servicas implamentation forms,

o

4, Other Assurances and Cerﬂﬂca,tlons

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifles the following:

¢ The LEA that receives ESSER funds will, to the greatest extent practicable, continue to compensate its
employees and contractors during the period of any disruptions or closures related to COVID-19 in
compliance with Section 18006 of Division 8 of the CARES Act. In addition, L.EAs that accept funds wiil
continue to pay employees and contractors to the greatest extent practicable based on the unique financlal
circumstances of the LEA. CARES Act funds generally will not be used for bonuses, merit pay, or similar
expenditures, unless related to disruptions or closures resulting from COVID-19.

» The LEA will request technical assistance on the use of ESSER funds for remote learning, which includes both
distance education as defined in Section 103(7} of the HEA and distance learning as defined in ESEA Section
8101(14), so that students can continue learning during school closures,

s The LEA will cooperate with any SEA monitoring policies and/or procedures with regards to the allowability
of expenditures.

s The LEA will use ESSER funds for purposes that are reasonable, necessary, and allocable under the CARES
Act.
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The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

¢ The LEA will provide to the SEA the methodology used to provide services or assistance to students and staff
In hoth publlic and non-public schools, the uses of funds and demonstration of their compliance with Section
18003(d), such as any use of funds addressing the digital divide, including securing access to home-based
connectivity and remote-use devices, related issues in supporting remote learning for all students, including
disadvantaged popuiations,

¢ The LEA will cooperate with any examination of records with respect to such funds by making records
avallable for inspection, production, and examination, and authorized individuals for interview and
examination, upon request,

¢ The LEA will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations and assurances; the following
provisions of Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) 34 CFR Parts 76, 77, 81, 82,
84, 97, 98, and 99; the OMB Guidelines to Agencies on Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension
(Nonprocurement) in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR
Part 3485; and the Uniform Guidance in 2 CFR Part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of the
Department in 2 CFR Part 3474,

5. Section 442 of the General Education Provisions Act Assurances

The LEA Superintendent or his/her authorized representative assures or certifies the following:

(a) Each local educational agency which participates in an applicable program under which Federal funds are made
available to such agency through a State agency or board shall submit to such agency or board a general application
containing the assurances set forth in subsection {b}. The application shall cover the participation by that local
educational agency in all such programs.

{b) The general applicatlon submitted by a local education agency under subsection (a) shall set forth assurances

{1) that the local educational agency will administer each program by the application in accordance with all applicable
statutes, regulations, program plans, and applications;

(2) that the control of funds provided to the jocal educational agency under each program, and titie to property
acqulired with those funds, will be in a public agency and that a public agency will administer those funds and property;

(3) that the local educational agency will use fiscal control and fund accounting procedures that will ensure proper
disbursement of, and accounting for, Federal funds paid to that agency under each program;

(4) that the local educational agency will make reports to the State agency or board and to the Secretary as may
reasonably be necessary to enable the State agency or board and the Secretary to perform their duties and that the local
educational agency will maintaln such records, including the records required under section 443, and provide access to
those records, as the State agency or board or the Secretary deem necessary to perform their duties;

(5} that the local educational agency will provide reasonable opportunities for the participation by teachers, parents,
and other interested agencles, organizations, and individuals In the planning for and operatlon of each program;

(6) that any application, evaluation, periodic program plan or report relating to each program will be made readily
available to parents and other members of the general public;

(7) that in the case of any project involving construction -

{A) the project is not Inconsistent with overall State plans for the construction of school facilities, and

(B} in developing plans for construction, due consideration will be given to excellence of architecture and
design and to compliance with standards prescribed by the Secretary under section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 in order to ensure that facllities constructed with the use of Federal funds are
accessible to and usable by individuals with disabllities;

(8) that the local educatlonal agency has adopted effective procedures for acquiring and disseminating to teachers
and administrators participating in each program significant information from educational research, demonstrations, and
similar projects, and for adopting, where appropriate, promising educational practices developed through such projects;
and

{9) that none of the funds expended under any applicable program will be used to acquire equipment {including
computer software) in any Instance in which such acquisition results in a direct financial benefit to any organization
Jrepresenting the Interests of the purchasing entity or its employees or any affillate of such an organization.

{c) A general application submitted under this section shall remain in effect for the duration of the program it covers. The
State agencies or boards administering the programs covered by the application shall not require the submission or
amendment of such application unléess required by changes in Federal or State law or by other significant change in the
circumstances affecting an assurance In such application.
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6. Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act Assurances
{a} The purpose of this section is to assist the Department in implementing the Department's mission to ensure equal
access to education and to promote educational excellence throughout the Nation, by -

(1) ensuring equal opportunities to participate for all eligible students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries in
any project or activity carried out under an applicable program; and

{2} promoting the ability of such students, teachers, and beneficiaries to meet high standards.
{b) The Secretary shall require each applicant for assistance under an applicable program (other than an individual} to
develop and describe in such applicant's application the steps such applicant proposes to take to ensure equitable access
to, and equitable participation in, the project or activity to be conducted with such assistance, by addressing the special
needs of students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries in order to overcome barriers to equitable participation,
including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age.
{c) The Secretary may establish criteria and provide technical assistance for meeting the requirements of this section.
{d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter in any way the rights or responsibilities established under the laws
cited in section 400(d) of this Act. '

What steps does the LEA propose to take to permit students, teachers, and other program beneficiaries to
overcome barriers {including barriers based on gender, race, color, national origin, disability, and age) that
impede equal access to, or participation In, the program?

Decatur City Schools is planning on providing each student in our district with a device to facilitate on-line
learning. DCS will also provide a connectivity device to those students who need Internet access. DCS will
provide instructional materiais/supplies for all students, including English Learners, Migrant, Homeless,
Foster Care, those with disabilities, low income, et. Additionally DCS will provide interventionists who will
provide small group instruction in an effort to target skill regression due to school closure.

To the best of my knowledge and belief, all the Information and data In this agreement are true and correct. |
acknowledge and agree that the failure to comply with all Assurances and Certifications in this agreement, all relevant
provisions and requirements of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 {March 27, 2020), or any other applicable law or
regulation may result in liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.5.C. § 3729, et seq. ; OMB Guidelines to Agencies on
Governmentwide Debarment and Suspension {Nonprocurement} in 2 CFR Part 180, as adopted and amended as
regulations of the Department in 2 CFR Part 3485; and 18 U.S.C. § 1001, as appropriate.

Mandi Jones 256-552-0627
LEA Chief School Financial Officer (Typed Name) Telephone Number
Aamd _ﬁzw - 2192/
LEA Chief School Financial @il“er Signature Date {(mm/dd/yyyy)
Dr. Michael Douglas 256-552-3000
LEA Superintendent {Typed Name) Telephone Number
~
LEA Superintendent Signature Date (mm/dd/yyyy)

Send completed application to CARESapp@alsde.edu.
Upon approval of the application, funds will be released to the LEA.

| ALSDE Internal Use Only |
Date Application Received: | "”30 } 202! Date ALSDE Approved: f/Z') /ZDZ!
; I f 7 7 )
05/97/ 102
" State Superintendent and/or Designee Signature Date (mnf/dd/¥yyy)

Date CARES Act ESSER Funds Released:
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