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Food Distribution & Statewide Procurement

ALSDE holds contracts with two mainline 
distributors:
• Wood Fruitticher (North)

• Merchants (South)

Distributors are responsible for school food
deliveries:

• USDA Foods Orders
• Grocery Items from the State Order 

Guide

Wood 
Fruitticher

Regions 2, 3, 4

Merchants
Regions 1, 5, 6



USDA Foods
• 100% Domestic American Grown and Produced Foods

• Items are pre-ordered based on school surveys

• Entitlement is based on meals served

• All USDA Foods meet a meal pattern component



USDA Foods for 
School Year 2023-2024

49 USDA Foods items are
available to Alabama schools in SY24



USDA Foods for 
School Year 2023-2024

Form 11 - lists USDA Foods on order for your 
school system.

• Use the Form 11 to plan to use USDA
items in school meals.

Form 12 – lists USDA Foods ready for your 
director to order.

Authorized Commodity Orders List- lists the 
number of USDA Foods cases allocated to your 
school by your director.



USDA Foods for 
School Year 2023-2024

 Inventory USDA Foods separately from other items

 Utilize all USDA Foods within 6-months

 USDA higher costs, truck cancellations, and bonus purchases
will change the final values received.

 Schools can view their USDA Food orders on the “Authorized 
Commodity Orders List” in the CNP application.

 The expiration date on your Form 12 is a 60-day expiration 
date for all USDA Foods. It states the order by date to avoid 
excess storage fees.

Form 12



USDA Standardized Recipes
Child Nutrition Recipe Box
• Find standardized recipes using USDA Foods.
• Recipes are portioned into CN equivalents for easy crediting.
• Nutrition facts are provided.



USDA Foods Shortage Forms
When receiving USDA Foods:
Step 1: Confirm the correct products and number of cases have
been delivered.
Step 2: If there is a missing case of USDA Foods, contact your
distributor asap.
Step 3: If a replacement is unable to be shipped, complete a 
USDA Foods Shortage Form found on the ALSDE website and 
submit it to FoodDist@ALSDE.edu.

mailto:FoodDist@ALSDE.edu


USDA DoD Fresh
Alabama has revised this program to allow direct 
delivery of fresh fruits and vegetables to schools.

147 School Districts, RCCI’s and Private Schools will
be participating in the program SY 2023-2024





Getting Started with 
USDA DOD Fresh SY24

• If your district is participating this year, you may
receive an email to create a FFAVORS account.

• Once a FFAVORS account has been created and 
funding has been allocated, schools may make 
produce orders.

• The process of setting up a FFAVORS account to 
receiving a produce order may take several 
weeks.

FFAVORS: Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Order Receipt System



FFAVORS: Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Order Receipt System



Statewide 
Procurement



Statewide Procurement 
Order Guide
Order Guide Items

1. Meat/Meat Alternates

2. Combination Foods

3. Grains

4. Fruits

5. Vegetables

6. Dairy Products

7. Beverages

8. Snack Items

9. Dressings and Condiments

A. Cooking and Baking Supplies

B. Food and Storage Containers

C. Sanitation and Cleaning Supplies



SWP Reports
The Grocery Order Form is the Order Guide.



Order Guide Items 
Product Specifications

Item specifications are found on the 
Break for a Plate Website



Rebate Items
51 Rebate Items

Select items in the order guide have 
automatic rebates for schools.

Paperwork is handled at the ALSDE 
office.

Cheese Rebates
Select pizza items have 
cheese rebates for use of 
USDA Mozzarella cheese.



Ordering SWP Items

• Order 5 business days before the 
date of delivery

• If an order needs to be canceled, 
contact your distributor and 
SWP@ALSDE.edu.

• Keep in communication with your
distributor.

mailto:SWP@ALSDE.edu


Receiving Grocery Orders and 
USDA Foods Orders

• Always check your deliveries and double check key drops

• Check produce for spoilage on arrival

• Spot check pricing on invoices

• Confirm the correct products are being delivered

• Confirm item substitutions

Once you sign the invoice you are saying the shipment is correct



Receiving List



Food Distribution Division 
Contact Information

Food Distribution FoodDist@alsde.edu

Statewide Procurement SWP@alsde.edu 

Office (334) 694-4659

mailto:FoodDist@alsde.edu
mailto:SWP@alsde.edu




USDA Non-Discrimination Statement
In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from 
discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity* and sexual orientation*), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for 
prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication to 
obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that 
administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be 
obtained online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. 
The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or 
letter must be submitted to USDA by:

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

*The enclosed “non-discrimination” language herein was added pursuant to the May 5, 2022, USDA memorandum. However, although included as currently 
required for audit compliance by the USDA, the State of Alabama objects to its inclusion, applicability and the application of this language due to currently 
pending legal challenges in the matter of The STATE OF TENNESSEE, ET AL. V. USDA, ET AL., Case No. 3:22-cv-00257, and may be subject to change or 
removal.

Alabama State Department of Education

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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