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Governor Bob Riley created the Task Force on Distance Learning

Central Vision - to provide equal access to high quality instruction to 
improve student achievement through distance learning opportunities

November 1, 2004 - Alabama ACCESS Distance Learning Initiative    

October 1, 2005 - Funding made available to pilot schools

January 1, 2006 - 7 Web-based Courses to 310 students;
19 Interactive Videoconferencing Courses to 340 students

2012-2013 School Year – 99 courses to 409 schools; 27,712 students;
957 teachers; 56,555 half credit equivalents
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are the 68 Subjects available for students in grades 9-12.  These are the Web-based courses.  The recommended credit for each course is in parentheses following the name of each course.  You can see that some have a CR or a CA beside them.  These are available in our Credit Recovery and Credit Advancement models.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
8th Grade Offerings – 7 high school level courses that are available for advanced/accelerated 8th grade students – high school credit available (system decision)5 courses written on the 8th grade level for all students in the 8th grade – no high school credit.





Any time -
Any where -

Any pace -

LEARNING



Alabama’s First Choice
Implementation Guide

 The emphasis was moved from seat time to 
competency

 An Online Experience

 Credit Recovery

 Credit Advancement



Credit Recovery







Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the new Credit Advancement document.  It too will soon be available on the ALSDE Website.  If you would like for me to send thises to you just drop me an email requesting these.



ACCESS’s Response:
Work-In-Progress : The student continues to work 

until mastery is accomplished – no designated end 
to the course.

Credit Recovery: If a student has failed a class, 
he can recover his credit by concentrating his time 
on the areas in which he does not show mastery.

Credit Advancement: allows students who 
can show mastery to be awarded a credit in a 
course as a alternative to the traditional Carnegie 
Unit approach. 

 The ACCESS Franchise Model – a blended 
approach where the student has both F2F time with 
the teacher and online content in which he can 
work any where, any time, any place.



WIP – Work-In-Progress

 “Incomplete”

 Principal’s request 
 What Course/Section Number
 ACCESS Teacher’s Name
 How Long – End date
 Reason
(Electronic Request Email Form on the Website)



Credit Recovery
 System’s Decision
 Follow The ALSDE Guidelines

 Student must have failed the course
 Grade between 40 and 59
 Student and Parent must request from the school
 System decision how grade is applied 



ACCESS Credit Recovery Courses (22)
English 9        US Government      Physical Science
English 10       Economics                          Biology
English 11       World History            Chemistry             
English 12       US History to 1877    Environmental Science

US History 1877 – Present

Algebra I
Algebra IA          
Algebra IB
Algebra II 
Algebra II with Trigonometry 
Algebraic Connections
Geometry
Geometry A
Geometry B



Go through all modules of the course

 Same Content as regular ACCESS courses

 Based on the Alabama Course of Study

Covers all Content Standards

Certified/Highly Qualified Teachers

ACCESS Credit Recovery Model



ACCESS Credit Recovery Model

 Each unit begins with a 20 question 
objective Pretest
 Must cover all objectives and bullets for unit
 Randomized
 If passed with 70%, student moves directly to 

the next module.
 If under 70%, student will complete all module 

tasks before taking the Post-Test.
 Objective questions are MC, TF, MAT, FIB (with 

word bank), MS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain reasoning on objective-only in terms of getting score immediately. Also explain about necessity of test bank. 



ACCESS Credit Recovery Model
Post-Test 

 20 objective questions 
 Objective questions must cover all objectives 

and bullets for unit
 Randomized
 Multiple attempts allowed
 Pull from same test bank for objective 

questions as Pretest 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Mention difficulty with MAT questions and weighting – need to be short



Grading Method

 If Pretest is passed
 Total 500 points

 If Pretest is not passed, unit assignments and Post-Test 
will count for unit grade 
 50% assignments, 50% Post-Test
 250 points assignments, 250 points Post-Test
 Pretest dropped in this case
 Total 500 points

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about the math on this…



Recording Grades

 ACCESS will report actual grade average
 School records a grade no higher than a 70
 No specific end date – set by principal

Credit Recovery is an opportunity

 Student should show progress
 Attendance
 Behavior



ACCESS Credit Recovery
2011-2012       1600 ½ Credit Equivalents Recovered

70% Success Rate (2286)

2012-2013       3120 ½ Credit Equivalents Recovered
64% Success Rate  (4875)

2013-2014 3241 ½ Credit Equivalents Recovered
76% Success Rate  (4264)

2014-2015      3359 ½ Credit Equivalents Recovered
80% Success Rate  (4202)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BROCHURE AVAILABLE



Credit Advancement
 System’s Decision
 Follow The ALSDE Guidelines

 Student must recommended
 Have criterion-referenced or norm-referenced 

test scores supporting above grade-level 
proficiency in subject/course

 Student and parent must request from the school



ACCESS Credit Advancement Courses        

English 9        US Government
English 10       Economics 
English 11                  World History
English 12       US History to 1877

US History 1877 – Present

Algebra I Physical Science
Algebra II Biology
Algebra II with Trigonometry Chemistry
Algebraic Connections Environmental Science
Geometry
Precalculus



Credit Advancement

Began Fall 2014

Follows Credit Recovery Model

Has an 85 as the release condition.

2014-2014     120  ½ Credit Equivalents Earned 
80% Success Rate 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
BROCHURE AVAILABLE



NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER

DOES NOT ACCEPT
CREDIT RECOVERY

NOR
CREDIT ADVANCEMENT

FOR ELIGIBILITY PURPOSES



The ACCESS Franchise Model

 Content from ACCESS Courses
 Alabama COS standards covered
 Use Moodle LMS   (Canvas, Blackboard Learn)
 Taught by F2F teacher  (Your Teacher)
 Any where, any time, any place
 Pilot - Fall of 2011, 2012, 2013
 System Pilot – Fall of 2013
 Open to all – Fall of 2014



ACCESS Franchise Model Courses



NCAA Approval
 Non-traditional
 Fifty-one courses   (Just added Algebra II)
 Listed on NCAA Web site (Do not include on the 

school’s course list)
 Follow directions on ACCESS Web site           

http://accessdl.state.al.us/
 Credit Recovery/Advancement Courses NOT

Accepted 

http://accessdl.state.al.us/






011919

011919



Credit Recovery Courses NOT Accepted 







Fall 2013
NEW COURSES

 Algebraic Connections
 Theatre Level 1 
 New English Course of Study (CCRS)

Fall 2014 
 Math 8            2nd Semester CR for Geometry A & B
 Credit Advancement – English, Social Studies, & Math,  
 Updated and revised our social science courses

Fall 2015
 Science Credit Advancement
 Content Textual Reading
 L.I.F.E.



AP Courses (11)

 English  
Language/Composition

 English 
Literature/Composition

 United States History
 Macroeconomics
 U.S. Government and 

Politics

 Biology
 Calculus AB
 Statistics
 Psychology
 Computer Science A
 Art History
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