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September 19, 2022 

TO: Textbook Publishers and Representatives 

We are hereby extending an invitation to bid on high-quality instructional materials for state 
adoption for English Language Arts (ELA) Grades K-3. Comprehensive and supplementary 
textbooks for these subject areas may be bid. A textbook is defined as systematically 
organized materials, such as hardbound books, softcover books, or technology-based 
programs, comprehensive enough to cover the primary objectives outlined in the standard 
course of study for grade or course. Definitions for comprehensive and supplementary 
materials are included in this packet. 

Instructional materials are some of the most important tools that educators use in the 
classroom to enhance teaching and student learning. II is vital that they fully align to state 
standards as well as be of high quality, if they are to provide meaningful instructional support 
for educators and students. The purpose of the state textbook review process is to provide 
local districts and schools support via state-level reviews in identifying high-quality 
instructional materials. 

To be eligible for Alabama's state review process, publishers must adhere to the 
non-negotiables found within this informational bid packet. Please review the non-negotiable 
eligibility criteria and ensure the information is provided to the state textbook office. 
Correlation with the course of study for English Language Arts should be considered when 
submitting textbooks for adoption. 

Courses of study for the above subject areas can be found by assessing the following link: 
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/academic-standards/. Please scroll down to the English 

Language Arts header and click on the 2021 Alabama Course of Study: English Language 

Arts link.

Standards alignment forms from the Alabama State Department of Education will be provided to 
publishers. The form will require publishers to provide specific evidence of how and where standards 
are addressed in the textbook. The textbook committee reviewers may use the standards alignment 
forms to determine the degree to which content found in each textbook is aligned in thoroughness 
and accuracy to the standards. 

The State Textbook Office has moved to an electronic submission process. Please submit 
all bid forms using the read and delivery receipt options. Electronic submissions are to be 

emailed to textbooks@alsde.edu. All contracts require two orjgjnals and must be mailed 
to Dr. Carolyn Jones at the following address: 

Alabama State Department of Education 
Attention: Dr. Carolyn Jones, State Textbook Administrator 

3345 Gordon Persons Building 
50 North Ripley Street 

Montgomery, Alabama 36104 
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To participate, the Letter of Intent to Bid is due by 5 p.m. Central Standard Time (CST), 
September 30, 2022. The official bid packet is due by 5 p.m., CST, October 14, 2022. 

If you have any questions concerning this adoption process, please contact the State 
Textbook Office at (334) 694-4768. 

Eric G. Mackey ) 
Eric G. Mackey 

State Superintendent of Education 
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LISTING OF SUBJECT AREA BEING CONSIDERED 
2022-2023 ADOPTION 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS GRADES K-3 

DEFINITIONS 

Comprehensive 

A comprehensive textbook/program is defined as one that meets the standards of the 
2021 Alabama Courses of Study: English Language Arts and is sufficient to be used as the 
primary resource for a particular grade or course. 

Supplementary 

A textbook/program that is used to support and extend the critical elements of a comprehensive 
textbook/program. A supplementary textbook/program is not sufficient to be used as the primary 
resource for a particular grade or course. 
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ALABAMA HIGH-QUALITY INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS REVIEW PROCESS 
SUBMISSION NON-NEGOTIABLES FOR ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS K-3 

To be eligible for the state instructional review process, minimum criteria must be met and 
important information provided. Please review the non-negotiable publishers' eligibility 
criteria below. All publishers are required to adhere to the criteria established and prepare 
resources accordingly and submit to the state textbook office. 

1. Instructional materials submitted must be aligned to the Alabama Course of Study 
for English Language Arts (ELA) Grades K-3. 

2. Instructional materials must be available for review online or in a digital format, when 
applicable. 

3. Username(s) and password(s) are created and active for online access by reviewers 
and the public throughout the entire state and local adoption process. 

4. Instructional materials must be closely aligned with the Science of Reading which 
develops foundational reading skills for students in grades K-3. (Submissions for 
ELA K-3 only) 

a. Scientifically-based reading instruction, multisensory language instruction, 
including oral language development, phonological awareness, phonics 
instruction that includes decoding and encoding, fluency, writing, vocabulary, 
and comprehension, and the 2021 Alabama Course of Study: English Language 
Arts standards. 

b. "In Kindergarten through Grade 3, the standards focus on essential foundational 
skills needed to support literacy development. Standards are written in a way 
that promotes direct, explicit, systematic, sequential, and cumulative instruction 
with extensive practice in these essential foundational skills: oral language, 
concepts of print, phonological and phonemic awareness, phonics (decoding), 
fluency, vocabulary, comprehension, and writing (including encoding). Reading 
standards, which incorporate reading and responding to multiple types of texts 
in various ways, start in Kindergarten and continue throughout the grades. 
Grades K-3 standards encompass all components of grade-appropriate 
proficient reading, from decoding words to adding literacy knowledge, building 
and accessing background knowledge, understanding language structures, and 
using verbal reasoning." (The 2021 Alabama Course of Study: English 
Language Arts) 
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5. Completion of the June 2022 version of the Curriculum Evaluation Tool provided by 
the Reading League. (Submissions for ELA K-3 only) 
a. Complete: Curriculum Evaluation Tool provided by The Reading League 

including: 
i. Explanation or justification of how the program is grounded in the science of 

reading. 
ii. Specific K-3 examples of each designated green flag in the tool. 

The Completion of the Curriculum Evaluation Tool can be vetted through the Literacy 
Task Force Review Process previously conducted for publishers submitting materials. 

or 

Publishers who did not submit materials previously through the above process may 
complete the Curriculum Evaluation Tool and submit the information electronically to 
textbooks@alsde.edu. In addition, program materials, resources, and curriculum will be 
subject to review by the Literacy Task Force and/or Alabama State Department of 
Education. 

SPECIFIC DISQUALIFIER FOR REVIEW OF K-3 ELA MATERIAL: 

• If the theoretical basis is not grounded in the science of reading and/or utilizes the Three 
Cueing System Model of Reading or Visual Memory as the primary basis for teaching 
word recognition, it shall be disqualified as cognitive science refutes its benefit in 
foundational reading skills acquisition. 

• If a program is submitted and the Curriculum Evaluation Tool indicated instructional 
practices were not aligned with the science of reading, it shall be disqualified as 
cognitive science refutes its benefit in foundational reading skills acquisition. 

***The Alabama Literacy Act states that each local education agency shall offer a 
comprehensive core reading program to all students based on the science of reading 
which develops foundational skills. 
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