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STATE OF ALABAMA

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Eric G. Mackey, Ed.D.

State Superintendent of Education

July 1, 2020

MEMORANDUM

TO: City and County Superintendents of Education

FROM: Eric G. Mackey
State Superintendent of Education

RE: Alabama Remote Learning Opportunities

To answer several wide-spread questions, | am providing the following preliminary information
about the state’s remote learning opportunities. A contract for statewide virtual content is being
finalized. SchoolsPLP has been chosen to provide course content for all Grades K-12. This
content is presently being loaded into the state instance of PowerSchool's Schoology, our state
Learning Management System (LMS) [a list of the courses being provided by SchoolsPLP is
attached to this memorandum, as well as the 7-12 Alabama Connecting Classrooms, Educators,
and Students Statewide (ACCESS) franchise content and the regular ACCESS program'’s course
offerings]. Once this task is accomplished and the Schoology training for two educators from each
local education agency (LEA) scheduled for July 6-10 has been completed, it will be time for LEAs
to begin pulling the courses that they wish to use into their instance of Schoology. The goal is to
have all courses loaded in the state instance and available to you by July 15.

Directions for your staff to pull these courses into your instance of Schoology are being developed
and will be shared during the CLAS Webinar on July 7, 2020. This course content will also be
available if you wish to place it into other Learning Platforms, such as Canvas, Moodle, etc. it will
be your responsibility to move any content from the statewide instance of Schoology to these other
LMSs.

Professional Development (PD) will be key to having a successful virtual component in your
systems. A thorough understanding of how to work within the LMS is the first step. This Schoology
PD should be provided to all your teachers by those trained next week. Additional assistance will
be available from SchoolsPLP about its content, but the primary focus should be a working
knowledge of Schoology.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Larry W. Raines at 334-694-4641 or by email at
[raines@alsde.edu.
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