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X"NROLED, An Act,

Relating to education; to establish the State Seal
of Biliteracy; to recognize graduates who have denobnstrated an
indicated level of proficiency in English and at |east one

ot her world |anguage, including Anerican Sign Language.

Section 1 Ca) The State Departnent of Education
shal|l develop and award a State Seal of Biliteracy to those
".ighschool students who have denonstrated an indicated |Ievel
of proficiency in English and at |east one other world
| anguage, including Anerican Sign Language. School district
participation in the program is voluntary

Cb) The purposes of the State Seal of Biliteracy are
as follows:

Cl) To encourage students to study | anguages.

(2) To certify attainment of biliteracy.

(3) To provide enployers with a nethod of
identifying people proficient in language and biliteracy
skills.

C4) To provide institutions of higher education wth
a nethod to recognize and give acadenmic credit to applicants
seeki ng admi ss on.

CS) To prepare students with 21st Century skills.
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C6) To recogni ze and pronote world |anguage
instruction n publi-cschools.

C7) To strengthen intergroup relationships, affirm
the value of diversity, and honor the multiple cultures and
| anguages of a conmunit

Section 2 The State Seal of Biliteracy certifies
attainment of an internediate level of proficiency by a
graduating student in English and at |east one other world
| anguage, and certifies that the graduate neets all of the
followng criteria:

Cl) Conpletion of the graduation requirenments of the
hign sc’ ool .

(2) English language proficiency: The student shall
denmonstrate proficiency in the English |anguage, through one
of the follow ng approaches, or as provided by any future
equi val ent national norned benchnmark approved as part of the
program

a. ACT English: A score of 18 or higher

b. ACT reading: A score of 20 or higher.

c. Advanced Placenent Language Exami nation: A score
of three or blaher.

d. International Baccal aureate Exam nation: A score

of five or higher.
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e. WDA ACCESS 2.0: For non-native English speakers,
the student shall neet and maintain Al abama exit criteria in
mEjrig sh pro ficiency.

f. Anerican Council of Teachers of Foreign Language
Assessnment of Performance toward Proficiency in Languages: For
non-native Eng is speakers, an internmediate Md-3 or higher
score in nglish.

(3) Wrld Ilanguage proficiency: The student shall
denonstrate proficiency in one or nore |anguages other than
_Fnglishthrough one of the follow ng approaches:

a. |f the language other than English may be
assessed by a stsndardi zed exami nation, students shall attain
the minim m score on one of the follow ng assessnents:

|  The Advanced Placenment Language Exam nation: A
score of three or higher.

2. Anerican Council of Teachers of Foreign Language
Assessment of Performance toward Proficiency in Languages: An
Intermediate M d-3 or higher score in all four conponents.

3. International Baccalaureate Examination with a
score of four or higher.

4. Common European Framework of Reference: A score
of level Bl or higher

5. Standards-based Measurenent of Proficiency: A

score of internediate-md [|evel or higher.
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6. American Council of Teachers of Foreign Language
Oal Proficiency Interview Witing Proficiency Test: A score
o Inhtetmealate-nla " level

7. American Council of Teachers of Foreign Language
Latin Interpretive Reading Assessnent: A score of
intermediate-md |evel three or higher.

8'. Sign Language . Sign Langua ge Proficiency
Interview, Anerican Sign Language Proficiency In erview, or
Assessnment of Performance toward Proficiency in Languages: A
score of internediate pius on the Sign Language Proficiency
Interview, level three on the American Sign Language
Proficiency Interview, or score of internmediate Md-3.

b. If the language othr than English is not able to
be assessed by a standardi zed~exam nati on, one of the

following criteris shall be net:

1 The school district shall certify to tne State

exam nation neets the rigor at the internediate-md |[|evel of

| anguage proficiency according to the guidelines of the
American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages. To that
end, the assessnent of a |anguage other than English shall
assess listening, speaking, reading, and witing at a |level of
int ermedia te-mi d proficiency or hi gher The asse'ssmen t shou Id
be simlar to the American Council of Teachers of Foreign

Languages Oral Proficiency Interview Witing Proficiency Test
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and should require collaboration wi h co nunity nenbers who
are native speakers or near native speakers in that |anguage.
This assessnment should be simlar to the process used in other
states for assessing proficienCy in tribal |anguages.

2. Notwi thstanding subparagraph 1 , a student who
seeks to qualify for the State Seal of Biliteracy through a
| anguage that is not characterized by |istening, speaking,
reading, and witing, or for which there is no witten system
shall pass an assessnment on the nodalities that characterize
conmmuni cation in that |anguage at the correspo ding
internmediate proficient |evel or higher.

c. If neither paragraph a. nor paragraph b. are able
to be inmplenented, or if new |anguage assessnents becone
avail able, one of the followi ng approaches may be foll owed:

I The State Superintendent of Education may provide
a listing of equivalent |anguage asseSsnments t at school
districts may use.

2. A school district nmay provide the State
Superintendent of Education with a list of equivalent |anguage
assessnents that the school district proposes to use in'place
of those listed in this section The State Superintendent of
Education may uSe lists received from school districts in
developing a state list of equivalent [|anguage assessnents.

Section 3. The State Department of Eciucé&tion shall

do both of the follow ng:
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C) Prepare and deliver to participating school
districts an appropriate insignia to be affixed to the diplomm
or transcript of the student indicating that he student has
been awarded a State Seal of Biliteracy by t e State
Departnent of Educati on.

(2) Provide other information the departnment deens
necessary for school districts to successfully participate in
t he program

Section 4 A school district tht participates in
the program under th s act shall do bo n of t e follow ng:

Cl) Maintain appropriate records in order to
identify students who have earned a State Seal of Biliteracy.

(2) Affix the appropriate insignia to the diplom

and transcript of each student who earns a State Seal of

Section 5. It is the intent of the Legislature that
no fee be charged to a student to participate in the State
Seal of Biliteracy pursuant to this act.

Section 6. This act shall becone effective on the
first day of the third nonth following its passage and

approval by the Governor, or its otherwi Se becoming |aw
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

President and residing Officer of the Senate

House of Representatives

| hereby certify that the within Act originated
and was passed by the House 02-FEB-22.

Jeff Wodard
Clerk

Senate 17-MAR-22

IRCt Nun. ...:
Bill Nun. ..:
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