
July 5, 2023 

M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: City and County Superintendents of Education 

FROM: Eric G. Mackey 
State Superintendent of Education 

RE: Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 Summer Language Essentials for Teachers of Reading and 
Spelling (LETRS®) Stipend for Mastery  

The Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE) will provide a one-time stipend of $1,000 to 
eligible candidates who have completed the LETRS® or LETRS® for Early Childhood Educators 
(LETRS® ECE) course and demonstrated mastery level on the LETRS Learning Platform coursework 
as evidenced by a score of 80% or greater on the posttest(s) for their course on or before the stipend 
deadline of August 18, 2023. The Alabama Reading Initiative (ARI) has developed a LETRS Flyer 
(attached) that can be sent to your employees to notify them of this opportunity. Each eligible candidate 
must submit his or her application by Friday, August 25, 2023, using the link at LETRS Stipend for 
Mastery, Summer 2023. Future stipend opportunities will be provided pending funding availability. 
Notification of ongoing stipends for mastery will be sent to curriculum directors and will be announced 
at ARI Strong Leader, Strong Reader sessions and ARI Coaching communities. The following criteria is 
used to determine candidate eligibility for the current stipend opportunity.  

• Completed the LETRS® (Units 1-8) or LETRS® ECE (Units 1-4) course. Course 
completion includes online coursework, offline coursework, bridge-to-practice activities, and 
face-to-face/live-virtual trainings.

• Scored at mastery level on the LETRS Learning Platform coursework as evidenced by a score of 
80% or greater on the posttest(s) for the course.
o LETRS® Units 1-4, Volume 1 Posttest and Units 5-8, Volume 2 Posttest

or
o LETRS® ECE: Units 1-4 Posttest
o The deadline to submit the Test Retake Form is Friday, August 18, 2023. Candidates are 

allowed one retake per volume posttest. A candidate requiring a retake after the stipend deadline 
will have the opportunity to apply for the next available stipend.

o If you are requiring an extension of your license in order to complete the course and/or to request 
a retake, the cost of the license extension will be $99 beginning July 1, 2023. To initiate this 
process, email support@lexialearning.com.

• Properly certified by the state of Alabama. This includes emergency-certified teachers.
• Employed (full-time, part-time, or contracted) educators of an Alabama public PreK-12 school or 

Institutions of Higher Education (IHEs) including, but not limited to, PreK-12 teachers, building 
administrators, central office administrators or support, professors, assistant professors, 
paraprofessionals, instructional assistants, local reading specialists, and regional literacy specialists. 
Only PreK teachers who are not eligible for the Alabama Department of Early Childhood Educators 
(DECE) stipend will be eligible for the one-time stipend provided by the ALSDE.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAFerNTGm1I/C2hXYtUC0mU2qOixWso8Xg/view?utm_content=DAFerNTGm1I&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=publishsharelink
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Hbhz6m4sXUjNKpNTxIXxhyc6wgwqb5yk0ZA0xQ8iZ6EZ0A/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_Hbhz6m4sXUjNKpNTxIXxhyc6wgwqb5yk0ZA0xQ8iZ6EZ0A/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:support@lexialearning.com
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No stipend is available for the LETRS® with a Principal’s Primer for administrators’ course as there is 
no pre-/post-assessment. However, administrators who have achieved mastery status in LETRS® or 
LETRS® ECE are eligible for the stipend.  

Although educators will receive a $1,000 stipend, the local education agency (LEA) or IHEs will receive 
$1,200 from the ALSDE. The extra $200 will cover the employer benefit costs associated with the stipend. 
Please be aware that the stipend is considered income and, subsequently, is taxed as income. This $1,000 
stipend is not guaranteed from year-to-year and is being provided based on the state’s Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief II (ESSER II) federal appropriation for this current FY 2023. These 
funds are reimbursable to the district. Districts must use the reference LEA Code 4303-ESSER II 
LETRS when requesting these funds. Upon completion of candidate notification and verification, the 
LEA will request reimbursement for all eligible candidates. Any remaining portion of the allocation after 
the stipend and benefit expenses are paid, should be used for high-quality instructional materials for that 
teacher’s classroom. Please be aware that there is an extensive application verification in addition to 
the time needed to process funds at the ALSDE and LEA levels.  

Thank you for your continued professional growth in the science of reading and your continued dedication 
to “Every Child. Every Chance. Every Day.” If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Suzanne 
Landry, ARI Education Specialist, by email at suzanne.landry@alsde.edu or by telephone at 
(334) 694-4632.

EGM/BS/SL 

Attachment 

cc: Chief School Financial Officers 
ARI Contacts  
Mrs. Angela Martin  
Dr. Melissa Shields  
Mrs. Bonnie Short  
Mrs. Suzanne Landry 

FY23-2059  

mailto:suzanne.landry@alsde.edu


LETRS® LANGUAGE ESSENTIALS FOR 
TEACHERS OF READING AND SPELLING 

STIPEND FOR MASTERY 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 

WHO 
* Proper ly  ce rt ifie d  b y  t h e  s t a  t  e o f  Ala bam  a .  Th is

in clu des  e m  e rge n cy  ce rt ifie d  t ea ch e rs.  
*Em  p loyed  (fu llt im e , pa rt t im e , o r  con t racted)

educa t ors  of  a n  Alaba m  a  public  PreK-12 sch ool, 
p u b lic  in d ep en d en t  sch ool,  or  In st itu t e s  of  
High er  Educa t ion  (IHE)  in cludin g,  bu t  n ot  

lim it e d t o, Pre K-12  t e ach e rs,  bu ild in g  
a  dm  in  ist  r a  tor s,  cen t  r a  l  office  a  dm  in ist  r a  t  ors  or  

su p p ort ,  professors ,  a  ss is t  a  n t  professors ,  
pa ra profess ion a ls,  in s t ruct ion a l  a  ss is t  an  t  s ,  loca l 
re a din g spe cia list s, re gion a l lit e ra cy spe cia list s, 
a n d  ALSDE  em  ployees .  On ly  PreK  t each e rs  wh o  
a re  n ot  e ligib le  for  t h e  Ala ba m  a  Depa rtm  e n t  of  
Ea rly Ch ildh ood Edu ca t ors (ADECE) s t ip e n d w ill 
be e ligible for t h e on e -t im  e  st ip end  p rovid ed  b y  

t h e  ALSDE 

Wh a t
* Com ple ted  LETRS® (Un it s 1-8) or  LETRS® ECE 

(Un it s 1-4). Cou rse com p le t ion in clu d e s on lin e 
cou rsework,  o ffline  cou rse work,  Bridge-to - 

Pra  ct  ice a ct ivit ie s, a n d  face-t o -fa ce / live -virt u a l t 
ra in in g. * Score d a t  m  a  s t  ery le ve l  on  t h e  LETRS 
Pla t form coursework a s  e vid e n ce d  b y  a score of  

80% or  gre a t e r  on  t h e  post  t e s t  (s)  for t h e  cou rse 
on  or  before  t he  st ipe nd  de a dline .  

o LETRS® Un it s 1-4 Post t e st  AND LETRS®
Un it s  5-8 Post t e s t  

OR 
o LETRS® ECE: Un it s  1-4 Post t e s t  * For

a p p lica n t s n e e d in g a  re t e st , com p le t e  t h e  Te st  
Re t a k e  Form . Th e  d e a d lin e  t o  su b m it  t h e  Te st  

Re t a k e  Form  is Fr id a y, Au gu st  18, 2023. A 
ca n d id a t e  r e q u ir in g a  r e t a ke  a ft e r  t h e  s t ip e n d  
d e a d lin e  will h a ve  t h e  op p or t u n it y t o  a p p ly for  

t h e  n e xt  a va ila b le  s t ip e n d  op p or t u n it y. 

Th e  Ala b a m a  St a t e  De p a r t m e n t  o f 
Ed u ca t ion  (ALSDE) w ill p ro vid e  a  on e - 

t im e  s t ip e n d  o f $1,000 t o  e ligib le  
ca n d id a t e s  w h o  h a ve  t h e  LETRS® o r  

LETRS® fo r  Ea r ly Ch ild h oo d  Ed u ca t o r s  
(LETRS® ECE) cou r se  a n d  d e m on s t r a t e d  

m a s t e r y le ve l on  t h e  LETRS Le a rn in g 
Pla t fo rm  cou r se w ork  a s  e vid e n ce d  b y a  

sco re  o f 80% or  gre a t e r  on  t h e  
p os t t e s t (s ) fo r  t h e ir  cou r se . Ea ch  e ligib le  

ca n d id a t e  m u s t  su b m it  h is  o r  h e r  
a p p lica t ion  b y Fr id a y, Au gu s t  25, 2023 

App lica t ion  Lin k  
Th a n k  you  fo r  you r  con t in u ed  profess ion a l  growt h  in  t h e  science  o f  rea din g  a n d  

you r con t in u ed dedica t ion t o “Every Ch ild . Every Ch a n ce . Every Da y.” If you 
h a ve  a n y  q u e st ion s ,  p le a se  con t a ct  Su za n n e  La n d r y,  ARI  Ed u ca t ion  Sp e cia lis t ,  

b y  t e le p h o n e  a t  334-694-4632 




