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Why is this important to Child Nutrition Programs? 

SFAs participating in the National School 
Lunch Program (NSLP) must ensure that 
sufficient funds are provided to the non-profit 
school food service account for meals served 
to students not eligible for free or reduced-
price meals. This requirement may be met 
through the prices charged for “paid” meals or 
through non-Federal sources provided to the 
non-profit school food service account. 
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USDA’s PLE Provision ensures that: 
• Schools are not charging less for school 

meals than it costs to produce the meal. 
• Federal funds intended for free and reduced-

price lunches are not subsidizing paid 
student meals. 

• Schools have funding available to support 
serving nutritious meals to all students. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

SFAs must complete the 
Paid Lunch Equity (PLE)Tool 

for all meals served in the 
Child Nutrition Program. 

Section 205 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 requires School Food Authorities 
(SFAs) participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) to provide the same level of 
financial support for lunches served to students who are not eligible for free or reduced-price 
lunches (i.e., paid lunches) as for lunches served to students eligible for free lunches. 

Overview of Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) 



Who is not required to complete the Annual PLE Tool? 
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All SFAs, regardless of current lunch prices, 
must annually review their paid lunch prices 
to ensure compliance with the paid lunch 
equity requirement using the current year 
USDA Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool. 
However, some SFAs are NOT Required to 
complete the Annual PLE Tool. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

• SFAs operating the Community Eligibility 
Provision (CEP) district wide (100% of the 
schools) and non-pricing programs for 
lunch (i.e., Provision 2, RCCIs without day 
students, etc.) do not have to complete the 
PLE Tool. 

• SFAs operating CEP and other non-pricing 
programs for only some schools must still 
complete the PLE Tool. The tool will be 
completed using only the paid lunch prices and 
meals served in schools that are pricing. 

EXCEPTIONS 

PLE Requirements for SFA’s 
E~ception. 

U I • 



What are the annual requirements for USDA? 
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The PLE Tool must be completed annually by 
SFAs that are charging for student meals to 
determine if they are required to raise lunch 
prices unless there is an exemption. 

Whether you are required to or choose to 
complete the PLE Tool, please maintain it for 
record retention. Best practice is to keep the 
completed PLE Tool on file for at least five to 
seven (5-7) years. If you are a pricing district, 
you will be asked to produce this information 
during an Administrative Review (AR). 

Important Information for SY 2024-2025: 

□ Any SFA with a positive or zero balance in its 
nonprofit school food service account as of June 
30, 2023, is exempt from the PLE pricing 
requirements found at 7 CFR 210.14(e) for school 
year (SY) 2024-25. SFAs will be required to opt-in for 
the exemption, as well as provide proof of a positive 
balance in their NSFSA. 

□ SFAs that had a negative balance in the 
nonprofit school food service account as of 
June 30, 2023, must follow PLE requirements 
according to 7 CFR 210.14(e) when establishing 
their paid lunch prices for SY 24-25. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

PLE Requirements for SFA’s 



Submitting the PLE Exemption Form for SY 2023-2024 
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Eligible SFAs must complete the “Paid 
Lunch Equity (PLE) Exemption Form” to 
opt-in for the PLE exemption for SY 
2023-2024. This form was due on May 
31, 2024. This was done through 
Microsoft Forms. 

• SFAs Should retain a copy of the documentation of 
file. 

• If the balance sheet has a negative balance as of 
June 30, 2023, the SFA does not qualify for an 
exemption and must follow PLE Pricing 
Requirements for SY 2024-2025. 

If you choose to apply for a PLE Exemption for SY 2024-2025, 
please note that the ALSDE will not send out separate approval 
letters to SFAs. The completed Microsoft Form will serve as the 

SFA’s approval documentation. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

PLE Requirements for SFA’s 



How the Weighted Average Price Requirement is Calculated 
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The annual PLE requirement or target price is based 
on the difference between the reimbursement 
rate for free meals and the reimbursement rate 
for paid meals for the previous school year. The 
information from the lowest reimbursement category 
(less than 60%) is utilized. 

Example: 
*Reimbursement for free meal (SY23-24)   $4.25 
Reimbursement for paid meal (SY23-24)  -$ 0.40 

 SY23-24 Weighted Average Price    $3.85 

*The paid price requirement changes annually dependent on 
the reimbursement rates for school meals set by the federal 
government each year. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 
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How the Weighted Average Price Requirement is Calculated 

When the average paid lunch price is 
less than the weighted average price 
(target price), the SFA must take 
action by: 

• Increasing the prices charged for paid 
lunch meals (max of $0.10), or; 

• Providing non-Federal funding sources to 
the non-profit school food service account. 

• Increasing prices and contributing non-
federal funds. 
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Non-Federal sources may include: 
• Per-meal, non-federal reimbursement for 

any paid meal 
• Any funds provided by organizations for 

any paid meal (Community Groups, 
PTO/PTA, etc.) 

• Any proportion attributable to paid meals 
from direct payments made from school 
district funds to support lunch service 
(unpaid meal charges account) 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

USDA Yearly Target Price 
o the We· hted Average Price 

Example: 
*Reimbursement for free meal (SY23-24) $4.25 
Reimbursement for paid meal (SY23-24) -$ 0.40 

SY23-24 Weighted Average Price $3,.85 

uiremen is Ca c a ed 



Steps and Information Needed to Complete the PLE Tool 

10PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the 
PLE Tool 

USDA Food and Nutrition S,erv·ce 
U.S. DIEPARTM EINT OF .AGRIIICULTU RE 

SFA NAME: [TYPE SFA NAME HERE] 

hie Pa td Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool w as cr,e•at ,ed to h,elp Schoo l Foo d Authorif es (SFAs) cakulat ,e th,eir new we,ighted .av,erage prioe r,equirement f,o r th,e s,chool 

1t ea r (SY) and d,et ,erm ine what price incr,ease is need ed to meet th,e r,equir,ement. Th,er,e ar,e three methods for how SFAs can meet the r,equir,ement and tbe to ol 

assists with ma king ,ca ku I atio ns b as,ed o n th,e method ,chos,en. Th is v,ers&o n of th,e PLE Too I only a pp Hes to SY 2024-2025 as a new v,ers ·on of th,e PLE Too I will b 

issu,ed for SY 2025-2'6. 

ab 1: Guidance 

Ta b 2: lnstruct·ons 

Ta b 3: SY 24-25 Requirement Ca lculator 

ab 4: SY 24-25 Price Raise Ca lculat or 

ab 5: SY 24-25 Non-Fed era l Ca lculat or 

Ta b 6: SY 24-25 Split Ca lculat or 

Ta b 7: SY 24-25 Report 

ab 8,: SY 10-11 Price ca lculat or 

SFAs will follow th,e, specific instrudions pertaining t o thie method thie,y ,choos,e, t o meet th,e r,equir,em ent and only us,e, th,e, ,calculator (t ab) that ,c,o rr,esponds to 

th at method . 

R,eminders: 
• Th,e PLE Tool ,cakulates tbe we~ght,ed av,erage of all student pa id lunch pr"oes charged in th,e SFA. 

• The m aximum annual average pr"oe increase r,equired wil l not e>:ioeed 10 cents. This may lead t o s,ome shortfal l being carried over to the next s,chool year as 

some SFAs will not be mquir,ed to ra ise• th,eir weighted av,erage prioe or ,contribute r,ev,enue from no n-F,ed,era l s,oumes to th,e nonprofit food s,erv ioe amount du,e 

to th ·s 1.0 ,oents ,cap. 

• Dependinp; on wh,er,e thie SFA is r,elative· to thie· Weight,ed Av,erage Prioe R,equir,em ent for SY 2024-25, a ,oontribut·on l,ess than 10 ,oents m ay be r,equir,ed. BREAK for a PLATE 



To complete the PLE Tool, SFAs will need to gather 
the following information: 

• Current school year unrounded price requirement 
• All paid student lunch prices for October of current 

school year for all schools 
• Number of paid student lunches served associated 

with each paid student lunch price in October of 
current school year for all schools 

11PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Data Needed 
CHECKLIST 
~ ~--== 

~ --­
~ ---~ 
~ --­
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• The best way to find information on the number of paid meal prices for 
October 2023 the SFA will review its site data claim for Program Year 
2024, October 2023. The SFA will retrieve information for PAID meal 
LUNCH prices only. 

• You can retrieve paid lunch meal pricing information from the Online 
Agreement. You would go to the Policy Checklist and go to Program 
Year 2024. 

• SFAs do not have to complete a PLE Tool for each school. In the 
PLE Tool, the SFA will enter the combined paid meal prices for each 
paid lunch meal price for October 2023. The PLE Tool will 
automatically average these prices to calculate the average weighted 
meal price. 
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SFAs may use the prices they last charged students as the basis for their SY 
2024-2025 paid lunch price calculation, even if those prices were charged 
during a year the SFA was not required to comply with PLE requirements. For 
example, SFAs that received flexibility under the PLE waiver during SY 2023-2024 
may use prices charged during SY 2023-2024 to determine their PLE requirement for 
SY 2024-2025. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

SmartTips for PLE 
smart 

Tlpa 

Paid Lunch Equity 
Requirements & PLE Tool 
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Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements – SY 2023-24 Unrounded Price Requirement 

For Step 1, you will need to 
enter the SY 2023-24 

Unrounded Price Requirement 
in the box below (found on the 

Unrounded Requirement 
Finder tab). 

□ Download the Paid Lunch Equity (PLE) Tool for SY 2024-2025. 
□ You may have to use the Zoom feature in the bottom right corner of the spreadsheet to enlarge the form. 

□ Enter the SFA Name at the top of the form (Instructions tab). 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

□ Locate the 
PLE Tool for 
the previous 

year and click 
on the “SY 
2023-24 

REPORT” tab 
on the 

spreadsheet. 
$3.19 

Completing the PLE Tool 

SY 20.23-24 Weighted Average Pricing Report 

This report assists m tracking th!? pricing rE'quirE'mE'nts and amounts corned forward for SY 

2023-2024, lnformatiOii on thiS report iS used to determine the 
SY 2023-24 weighted average price reqtJ remen ts. 

Pltu1se _print amJ' lu!,!?p in r«or ds. 

NOTf: lf information is chong!?d in the tool the report c,ontents wilf change. 

Section 1: SY 2023-24 Waightadl Avarag• Paid Pric• Raquiramants 

A. SY 2023-24 Weigllted Average Price Requirement": 

*ThiS priee will be ent,ered into the SY 2024-25 tool to determine the 
SY 2024-25 w,eJghted average price requirements 

8. Optional Price ROUNDED IOOWN to nearest $0.05 cents: 

Section 2: Amounts Carried Forward to SY 2024,.25 

C 

;.FA NAME: Channel City S<:hool District 

SY24- SW,elght,ed Average Prioe R,equir,eme 

;.t\eJ) 1 

·he weighted aver.age p ric.e is bas-eel o rn adj ust i rig t he 2023--24 p ric.e r,eq u i rement by t he 2% rate i rncreacS 

Unrounded Pric;e Re,quirement for SY 2.0 23-2 

0,o u rid i ri Sectio ri 1, Block A of t he P'LE Repo rt fro m SY 

24 o r i ri c.ell B30 of the Ari ri u al Uri ro u rided Req u i reme t 

Finder 

W'eighted Average Price Requirement 
for SY 2024-25 

Requirement to the nearest cent 

3.52 
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Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements – No Unrounded Price 
Requirement 

SFA will have to gather information from the 
Schedule A and Site Data form to complete the table. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

□ When you click on the link, it will take you to the “SY 2010-2011 
Weighted Average Price Calculator”. 

□ You will need the following information to complete this table: 
□ The number of paid lunches served for the month of October 2010. 
□ The different lunch prices charged for each type of lunch meal served. 

Completing the PLE Tool 

Annual Unrounded Requirement Finder 
Only used when the Un rounded Price RequirementforSY2023·24orthe most recent school year is not known. 

Weighted Average Price for SY 2010-11 

Enter the weighted average price of all paid lunches 

charged in the SFA for SY20H} 11, 

1.70 

• efor SY2010-2011 is not known, completethe SY 10-11 Price Calcu lator to obtain this value. 

·he Unrounded Price Requirement fo r SY2023·2024 will be based on the price requirements for SY2011·2012 to SY2022·2023, 

Previous School Years 
Unrounded Price Requirement to the 

nearest cent 
2011-2012 $ 1.75 

2012-2013 $ 1.82 

2013-2014 $ 1.91 

2014-2015 $ 1.99 

2015-2016 $ 2.07 

2016-2017 $ 2.17 

2017-2018 $ 2.27 

2018-2019 $ 2.37 

2019-2020 $ 2.48 

2020-2021 $ 2.60 

2021-2022 $ 2.73 

2022-2023 $ 2.89 

2023-2024 $ 3.16 Enter this value into cell A7 I 

SFA NAME: Channel City School Dist rict 

(Opt ional Step) 

SY 2010-11 Weighted Average Price Calculator 
Enter the number of aid lunches sold in October 2010 with t heir associated rices. 

Number of Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Price 
Monthly 
Revenue 

11------------'1,'-00_0-+$.;__ _____ T-:;:-____ ------i 1.70 $ 1,700.00 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
s 
s 
s 
s 

Weighted 
Average Price for 

SY2010-11 

21------------+---------t-:;:------, 
31------------+---------t-:;:------, 
41------------+---------t-:;:---------i 
51------------+---------t-:;:---------i 
61------------+---------t-:;:---------i 
71------------+---------t-:;:---------i 
81-------------t-------t--:;:---------i 
91-------------t-------t--:;:------, s 101------------+-------t-'---------~ ~ ===~ ~ 

Total 1,000 $ 1.70 

Annu;;i l l lnrounrlPrl RPauirPmPnt FinrlPr 
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• For example, to comply at the start of SY 
19-20, the Nonprogram Food Revenue 
Tool must be completed for all 
transactions from  SY 18-19.

• The tool is not required to be submitted 
to ALSDE unless requested at the time 
of the Administrative Review but is 
required to be  kept on file for a minimum 
of five years.

□ Log into your online 
application to collect data for 
October 2010. 

1. Go to your Schedule A. 
2. Change Program Year to 

2011. 
3. Record paid lunch meal 

prices for the Elementary, 
Middle, and High Schools. 

4. You will need this 
information for the SY 
2010-2011 Weighted 
Average Price Calculator. 

Pricing Information for October 2010 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Prici g Information for October 2010 

Program Year : 2011 [July 2010 - June 2011] Approved 

Meal Charge Info 

Schedule A: Meal Charge lnfonnation 
Instructions: Complete the fo llowing meal charge infonnaliion, Student Breakfast, Lunch and Snack Charges for Ellementary , Middle and High 
Schools, for Reduced and Full price meals, as well as Employee, Contract and Other Meals. All fields on this form are in monetary values_ Do not 
enter dollar signs ($) or commas (J Enter decimal places to specify cents_ 

I 
I 
I 

Student Breakfast Charges 

Type 
1. Elementary 

2. Middle 

3. High 

tudent Lunchi!harges -

Type 
4. Elementary 

5. Middle 

6. High 

I Other Meal Charges 
Type 

I 7. Visitor - Child 

- -

- - - - - - -
8. Visitor - Adult 

9. Employee 

Reduced Price (<= 0.30) Full Price 

I -3 I 
I 

- - - - - -
Reduced Price (<= 0.40) 

lo.400 

Breakfast 
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• For example, to comply at the start of SY 
19-20, the Nonprogram Food Revenue 
Tool must be completed for all 
transactions from   SY 18-19. 

• The tool is not required to be submitted 
to ALSDE unless requested at the time 
of the Administrative Review but is 
required to be   kept on file for a minimum 
of five years. 

□ Log into your online application 
to collect data for October 2010. 

1. Go to Site Data Claim. 
2. Go to Program Year 2011. 
3. Go to October 2010. 
4. Collect number of paid meals 

for each type of school site. 
• Be sure to record type of 

school and number of 
paid student lunch meals. 

5. You will need this information 
for the SY 2010-2011 
Weighted Average Price 
Calculator. 

School Lunch Meals Data for October 2010 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool  
School Lunch eals ata or October 201 

NSLP: . ea'ts Served for Octoberi 201 O. 

Breakfast (RE) [S eve: ccd] r l..l!JO..., , , , ,;:~ Snack CAE) -Friee Reduced Paid Free RedLmei • ' Fr,ee- R.ieduce d Pa id -- I 1U JO '-" 

""'\ 

I 9971 I 1891 I 132 1 I 22BBl 1 440j - I "'F4i ,-,. I k 672 1 I 01 I 01 

I 13181 - I 672 1 Tota I Breakfast l ota1I Lunch I .:S 1407 Total Snac:k 

Bk.1st Days srvd Lu1nch Days srvd Snack Days s rvd 
I 191 I 191 I 191 5 d ays./1N1eek 5 days/we:ek 5 days/week 

Cannot exceed 19 days Cann exceed 1 '9 days Can ot 1exceed 19 days 

Avg • o nthly I 
B kfst PI at,e Cost : 0.001 

Avg fo nthly 
Lunch Plate Cost I 0.00 1 Avgi Monthly I 

Snack late Cost : 0.001 

Polen ·al ,et Ca.sh I 0.001 

2.064.98 $7,409.16 $497.28 

Estima~ Eamings: $9,971 .42 

Aue n dla 11 oo F ad or I 971%, Free I ol Red uoed I ol Pa id I o l 
A sences Absences Absences 



Using the Nonprogram Food Revenue 
Tool is the most simplified approach for
SFAs to assess compliance with 
nonprogram food revenue. All SFAs 
who sell nonprogram foods are required 
to assess compliance annually. To 
complete the Nonprogram Food 
Revenue Tool, SFAs must collect the 
cost of both program and nonprogram 
foods and the total revenue from the 
previous school year (SY). 
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Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements – No Unrounded Price 
Requirement 

SFA will have to gather information from the 
Schedule A and Site Data form to complete the table.

□ When you click on the link, it will take 
you to the “SY 2010-2011 Weighted 
Average Price Calculator”. 

□ You will need the following 
information to complete this table: 
□ The number of paid lunches served 

for the month of October 2010. 
□ The different lunch prices charged 

for each type of lunch meal served. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 

)TAL 

SFA NAME: 

SY 2010-2011 Weiehted Averaee Price Calculator 
Enter current prices and number of lunches sold at each price using October 

Monthly# of Paid 

Lunches 

1,200 

5,000 

6,200 

2010 data. 

Paid Lunch 

Price 

$ 1.50 

$ 1.75 

Monthly Revenue 

$ 1,800.00 

$ 8,750.00 

$ -

$ -

$ 
$ 
$ -

$ -

$ -

$ 
$ 10,550.00 

Rounded 

Weighted Avg 

Price 

SY 2010-11 

Weighted Average 

Price 

$ C 1.70 

$ 1.70 

Channel City Schools 

is the SY2010-2011 weighted average price I 

Enter this price in the Unrounded Requirement Finder tab 

Go to instructions 
If any other parts of the tool are modified, the user runs the risk of 

oo s current functionality. 

Annual Unrounded Requ irement Finder 
Only u sed w hen th e Un ro unded Price Req u irement fo r SY 2023·24 o r the mos.t recent s.choo l yea r is. r 

Weighted Average Pric e for SY 2010- 11 

Enter t he w eighted av erage price o f all p aid lunches 

ch arged in t he SFA fo r SV2010-11. 

1.70 

If t he Weighted Average Price fo r SY 2010-2011 is no t know n, c:omplete t he SY 10-11 Pri ce Calcu lato r to o bta in t h i s. v alue. 

SY 10-11 Price Ca lcu lato r 

The Unro un ded Pri ce Re,qu irementfo r SV 2023-2024 w ill be based on t he pri ce re,qu irements fo r SY 2011-20U to SV 2022-2023 . 

Previous School Years 
Unrounded Price Requirement to the 

nearest cent 
2011-2012 $ 1 .75 
2012-2013 $ 1 .82 
2013-2014 $ 1 .91 
2014-2015 $ 1 .99 
2015- 2016 $ 2 .07 
2016- 2017 $ 2 .17 
2017 -2018 $ 2 .27 
2018- 2019 $ 2 .37 
2019 -2020 $ 2.48 
2020-2021 $ 2 .60 
2021-2022 $ 2 .73 

2022-2023 $ 2 .89 

2023 -2024 $ 3 .16 Enter t 

Select thecalcu lato r based on the met hod chosen to meet t h e Weight e,d Average Price Req u irement fo r SV 2024-25 : 
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□ Return to the “Unrounded 
Requirement Finder” tab and 
enter the calculated SY 2010-
2011 weighted average price. 
When you enter this price in 
the form, it will automatically 
calculate the unrounded price 
requirement 

□ You will need the 2023-2024 
weighted average price to 
complete your PLE Tool for SY 
2024-2025. 

Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements – No Unrounded Price Requirement 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

The Annual Unrounded Requirement 
Finder is only used when the 2023-
2024 or most recent school year 
unrounded price is not known 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Annual Unrounded Requirement Finder 

On ly used w hen the Unrounded Price Req uirement fo r SY2023-24o r the most recent 

Weighted Average Price for SY 2010-11 

Enter t he weighted average price of all paid lunches 

charged in t he SF A fo r SY2010- J l 

If the Weighted Average Price fo r Sf 20 

SY 10-11 Pri ce Calcu lator 

The Unrounded Price Req uirement fo r SY2023-2024 w ill be based on t he price requirements fo r SY2011-2012 to s 

Prev ious School Years 
Unrounded Price Requirement to the 

nearest cent 
2011-2012 $ 1.75 
2012-2013 $ 1.82 
2013-2014 $ 1.91 

2014-2015 $ 1.99 

2015-2016 $ 2.07 

2016-2017 $ 2.17 

2017-2018 $ 2.27 

2018-2019 $ 2.37 

2019-2020 $ 
2020-2021 $ 
2021-2022 $ 
2022-2023 $ 
2023-2024 $ 

Select the calcu lato r based on the method chosen to meettheWeighted Average 

SFA NAME: Channel City School District 

SY 24-25 Weighted Average Price Requirement Calculator 

Step 1 

The weighted average price is based on adjusting the SY2023·24 price requirement by the 2 rate increase plus the Consumer Price lndei (8.27 ), 

Unrounded Price Requirement for SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price Requirement 
for SY 2024-25 

Found in Section 1, Block A of the PLE Report from SY2023-

24orin cel1 B30of the Annual Unrounded Requirement Requirement to the nearest cent 
Finder 

3.48 

irement for SY2023·24 is not known, the Un rounded Price Requirement from the most recent school year can be used, 

Annual Unrounded Requirement 
der ·sonly used when the 2023-

2024 or most recent school year 

i,elect t rne<,ak u lato r bas,ed on t rne met rnod crnosen to meet t rne Wei rntecl Avera e Priue Requ irement fo r SY2024-25,: 

un un d price is not known Method J: SY 24-25 Sp lit Calcu lato r 

- ---- --------
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□ Click on the link to go to the 
“SY 2024-25 Price Raise 
Calculator” tab. 

□ You will need the following 
information to complete this 
table: 

□ The number of paid 
lunches served for the 
month of October 2023 
(Program Year 2024). 

□ The different lunch 
prices charged for 
each type of lunch 
meal served. 

Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements 

Use the Pricing Estimation  Calculator to 
achieve the required new weighted 

average price. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

SFA will have to gather 
information from the 
Schedule A and Site 

Data form to complete 
the table. 

Completing the PLE Tool 
Checking Paid Lunch Equity Requirements 

The prices are based on adj usting SY 2023-24 price requirement by the 2% ra te increase p lus the Consumer Pri ce Index (8.27%). 

SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Price Requirement 
Requirement to the Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to 

nearest cent the nearest S cents 
$ 3.52 $ 3.50 

SY 2024-25 Price Raise Calculator 

Step 1 
If the SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price is equa l to or above the target price of $3.85 then the SFA is compli ant for SY 2024-25. 

SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price Calculator 
Enter the pa id prices and number of pa id lunches sold at each price for October 2023. 

Monthly 
Weighted 

Number of Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Prices Average Price 
Revenue 

for SY 2023-24 
1 1,200 s 2.85 s 3,420.00 
2 3,500 s 3.10 s 10,850.00 
3 s -

4 s -
5 s -
6 s -

7 s -

8 s -

9 s -

10 s -
Total 4,700 $ 14,270.00 $ 3.04 

Method 1: SY24-25 Pri oe Ra i~e ca lcu lato r 

Method 3: SY24-25SplitCalcu lato r 

Step2 

Shortfall or Credit 

Enter any shortfall or 
credi t carried forward 

from SY 2023-24 

$ 0.11 

Overview of the Calculations 

Total Price Increase for SY 2024-25 

$ 
Required Weighted Average Price for SY 2024-25 

(Increase with the 10 cents cap) 

$ 
Remaining Shortfall Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

$ 
Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

$ 

0.35 

3.14 

0.25 

-



20 

□ Scroll down to the “Pricing Estimation 
Calculator” on the SY 24-25 Price Raise 
Calculator tab to manipulate lunch prices 
to achieve the required new weighted 
average price. 

□ Copy the meal counts and pricing 
information from the SY 2023-24 
Weighted Average Price Calculator. 

Pricing Estimation Calculator 
□ Once you enter this information, you will be 

able to manipulate your prices until you 
achieve the required price. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Weighted average price for SY 
2024-2025 must be Greater than or 
equal to Required Weighted 
Average Price for SY 2024-25 

Completing the PLE Tool 

*If your current WAP was 
greater than the required 
amount, this box would tell 
you how much you can 
carryover toward a future 
increase. 

Step 1 
If the SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price is equal to or above the target price of $3.85 then the SFA is compliant for SY 2024-25. 

SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price Calculator 
Enter the aid rices and number of aid lunches sold at each rice for October 2023. 

Monthly 
Weighted 

Number of Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Prices Average Price $ 
Revenue 

for SY 2023-24 
1,200 s 2.85 s 3,420.00 

2 3,500 s 3.10 s 10,850.00 
3 s $ 
4 s 
s s 
6 s $ 
7 s 
8 s 
9 s 

10 s 
Total 4,700 $ 14,270 

SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Price Requirement 
Requirement to the Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to 

nearest cent the nearest 5 cents 

$ 3.52 $ 3.50 

Overview of the Calculations 

Total Price Increase for SY 2024-25 

0,35 

Required Weighted Average Price for SY 2024-25 
(Increase with the 10 cent:u.a_,.-----.J... 

Remaining Shortfall Carried Forw 2025-26 

Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

Pricing Estimation Calculator 

Below is a too l allowing users to manipu late p rices to achieve the req uired weighted average price for SY 2024-25. 

Number of Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Prices 
Monthly 
Revenue 

1 1,200 s 3.15 $ 3,780.00 
1-------------+------t-----------i 

2 
1----------~--+------t----~------i 

3,500 s 3.20 $ 11,200.00 

3 $ 
1-------------+------t-----------i 

Weighted 
Average Price 
for SY 2024-25 

$ 
41-------------t------1---------1 
5 s 
1-------------+------t-----------i 

6 s 
1-------------+------t-----------i 

7 s 
1-------------+------t-----------i 

!t=================t==========l1=======:.------. 10 
1-------------+------1------------j---------1 

Total 

s 
s 
s 

4,700 
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□ Enter the SY 2023-24 Unrounded 
Price Requirement in the box below 
(found on the SY 24-25 
Requirement Calculator Tab). 

□  If the current weighted average 
paid price is not known, use the 
SY 2023-2024 Weighted Average 
Price Calculator on the SY 24-25 
Non-Federal Calculator. 

□ You will need the following 
information to complete this 
table: 
□ The number of paid lunches served 

for the month of October 2023. 

□ The different lunch prices charged 
for each type of lunch meal served. 

Using the Non-Federal Contribution Calculator – Lunch Prices Are Not Increased 

SFA will have to gather 
information from the Schedule 

A and Site Data form to 
complete the table. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Using the Non- ederal Contribution Calculator - Lunch Pr·ces Are ot lncreas 

SFA NAME: Channel City School District 

SY 24-25 Weight ed Average Price Requirement Calculat or 

Step 1 

The w eighted average price is. based o n adjust ing the SY2023-24 price req uirement by t he2% rate increase p lus the Co nsu mer Price Inda (8.27%) . 

Unrounded Price Requirement for SY 2023-24 

Fo und in Section 1, Block A o f the PLE Report from SY2023-
24 o r in cell B30of t he Annual Unrou nded Requirement 

Finder 

$ 

Weighted Average Price Requirement 
for SY 2024-25 

Requi rement to the nearest cent 

3.52 

If the Un rounded Price Requirement fo r SY 2023-24 is not know n~ the Un rou nded Price Requirement f ro m the most reeent schoo l yea r ca n be used . 

- - -- - - - - - - - -- - -

Number of Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Price 
Monthly 

Weighted 
Average Price 

Revenue 
for SY 2023-24 

s 2.85 3,420.00 

s 3.10 10,850.00 

$ 
s 
s 
s 
s 
$ 
$ 

4,700 $ 14,270.00 $ 3.04 

SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Price Requirement 

Requirement to the 
nearest cent 

Requirement ROU NDED 
DOWN to the nearest 5 cents 

$ 3.52 $ 

Stepl 
Weighted Average 
Price for SY 23-24 

Enter the current 

weighted average pa id 

lunch nee. 

3.50 

3.04 
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Using the Non-Federal Contribution Calculator – Lunch Prices Are Not Increased 

□ To calculate Total Paid Lunch 
Meals Claimed, gather the 
following information: 

1. Log into the CNP Online 
Application. 

2. Click on the NSLP tab. 
3. Click on Reports. 
4. Click on Site Data Summary. 
5. Change year to the most 

recently completed program 
year first. 

6. Leave Month blank. 
7. Choose Sponsor Total Meal 

Count summary for Program 
Year. Click on View Report. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool 

Nonr-Feder-al Sour-oe Contriibutiion, caloul!ator-for- SY 2023~24 I 
Brnbe r tih e, tot.a I IP-a id I u n,dh oo-Lrnt [f;o:r a 11 [Pr io e,.sJ. 

• • Annu.3/ 11.0n-Fea'e.ral ~e l',:.,,nci-h,-Si''.2"0:.23' -.24 a,-e ,e:,~ ba:,e'd on .tl,e ACTL(4L 
/4.,,-,cl, c= ~ bek,~, 

Enter a nnual # of 
Paid l.un.ches for TOTAi. Piri:oe ln.crea,se TOTAl SY 2023-24 Annuial No:~ 

s~ -LL.- -- for SY 2023-24 Federal So:u:roe Co:nitri:burtinn, 

{ 28~167 s) 0.21 s 5 , 9 15.07 
~ Jio t a l p r i c e i n ~ for S Y 2023-24 i s based o n ·t h e d ,ffer en c:e betwee n ·t h e weigh t e d 

- ,_ e en ter e d ab.ol,,',e and S Y 2 0 2 3-24 r o undea DOWN r e.qu·iren,en t _ 

~ 
Mootl,No Jtro,pnl.intl, Safil)fl.t &kFree BrlP.ed MPd 

□i i □ : □ ( □ 
Jl'l >if, 2021 Saf!fyNet 

)SO~ 1 S.f!fyNet 

JSI Se~2021 Sal!fyNet 

38 O:tober, 011 Saf!fyNet 

383 ~ 2 Saf!fyNet 

334 Ile( 20 Saf!fyNet 

385 la 1\1212 S.fil)tlet 

JS6 Felru11Y, 2022 S.f!lyNet 

J87 Ma 2012 Saf Net 

JS8 Apil02l Saf!lyNet 

~ 'Qy,2022 

J'-l m.. l 

SN Bri:free 

vi 
I Sponsor Total t~al Count Sull'll1a~ for Program Year v I 

ll;M 
Sponsor Total Meal Count Summary for Program Year a:rom _a-.;i 

As of 5117'2022 3:09:50 PM 

- -SNM F.ed SNBri:Pd lJicli free Lrofd Lrd!Pd t SrJcFree Ar Sr.le Free ttAI SliF.ed N·AISliPd 

DD □ □ □ D :D :D 
0 

5624 9SS 101 84 I l!l2 I 1~1 

69428 ms !l3181 I Jfll3 I 3229 

55816 856 100 55 I 31 31 315 

54m 102301 3152 I 3696 

39499 llli 75693 I ms 2291 

3 6,9 1~ 69952 I I 1 l 

611 846 1191 
I 3679 1 JS98 

602~ s:;s 1141 3505 3620 

~I 6.91 105051 I 31s I 242~ 

I ot 
I o I 

2816 

SSOM Free SSOMPd SSOSN Bil: free SSOSNMPd SSO l!ldi free 

D :D :1 i □~□ 
0 04 145 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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□ Enter credit or remaining Non-Federal 
Source Contribution from SY 23-24 
PLE Report. 

1. If the box under “Annual Non-Federal 
Source Contribution Requirement for 
SY 2024-25” is blank, this means that 
no additional funds are needed to 
satisfy PLE requirements. 

2. The “SY 2024-25 Annual Non-Federal 
Source Contribution (with $0.10 cap)” 
box is the actual required amount 
needed to satisfy PLE requirements 
for SY 2024-25. 

a. Any amount that exceeds this amount 
will be carried forward to SY 2025-26. 

b. his will cause a reduction in Non-
Federal Source Contributions 
required for the next school year. 

Using the Non-Federal Contribution Calculator – Lunch Prices Are Not Increased 

If there was a credit or remaining 
Non-Federal Source Contribution 
from the SY 22-23 PLE Report, you 
would enter it in the green box. 

A credit or remaining 
contribution could reduce the 
total amount of Non-Federal 
Funds required. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Step2 

I 

Non-Federal Source Contribution Calculator for SY 2024-25 

Enter the total paid lunch count (for all prices) . 

Annual Number of 
Total Revenue 

Paid Lunches for SY 
Total Price Increase for SY from Non-Federal 

2022-23 
2024-25 Sources for SY 

2024-25 

28,167 $ 0.46 $ 12,956.82 

Step3 

Shortfall or Credit 

Enter any shortfa II or 

cred it being ca rried 

forwa rd from SY 2023-24 

Amount of Revenue from 
Non-Federal Sources for SY 

2024-25 
(adj usted with any shortfall or 

cred it being ca rri ed over) 

I $ 3,098.37 $ 9,858.45 ________ ..., 
Overview of Calculations 

Required Price Increase for SY 2024-25 
{with the 10 cents caol 

$ 

Required Amount of Revenue from non-Federal Sources for SY 2024-25 
{with the 10 cents caol 

$ C 
Remaining Shortfall Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

$ 

Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

$ 

0.10 

2,816.70 

7,041.75 
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□ Enter the paid prices and number 
of lunches sold at each price for 
October 2023 

Using the Split Calculator – Lunch Prices Increased/Contribution of Non-Federal Funds 

SFA will have to 
gather information 

from the Schedule A 
and Site Data form to 
complete the table. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Using the Sp ·t Ca C lator - Lune Prices lncreased/C ntributio o on-Fed ral Fu ds 

Step1 
If the SY 2:0r23-24 Weight,ed Average Prioe is. equal t o or above th e t arget prioe of $3.85 th en the SFA is. ,compliant for SY 2024-25. 

SY 2023-24 Weighted Average Price Calculator 

I 
Enterthe oaid pri ces and number of paid lunches so ld at each price for October 2023. 

Weighted 
Nlumberof Paid Lunches Paid Lunch Pri:ce 

MontM.y 
Average Price for 

Revenue 
SY2023-24 

1 1,200 s 2.85 s 3,420.00 
2 3,500 $3.10 s 10,850.00 
3 s -

4 s -

5 s -

6 s -

7 s -
8 s -

9 s -

10 s -

Total 4,700 $ 14,270.00 $ 3.04 

Total Price Increase for SY 2024-25 

$ 0.46 

Required Weighted Average Price for SY 2024-2025 
(Increase with the 10 cents cap) 

s 3.14 
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□ The closer your new price increase is 
to the required price for SY 2023-24, 
the lower your Annual Non-Federal 
Source Contribution will be. 

Using the Non-Federal Contribution Calculator – Lunch Prices Are Not Increased 

Enter the price that you would 
like to charge for SY 2024-25 to 
assist in meeting the PLE 
Requirements. 

Enter the total number of paid 
lunches for SY 2022-23. 

and 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

The price entered will affect 
the “Total remaining required 
Price Increase” as well as the 
“TOTAL SY 2024-25 Annual 

Non-Federal Source 
Contribution. 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Using the on-Federal Contribution Ca culator - Lunch Pr·ces Are ot Increased 

Weig,hted Averag,e 
Price fo,r· SY 2024-25 

Enter th e, w eighted 

avera ge pr"ce, th at wm be, 

used t o spl · th e, 

req u ire·m ent. 

$ 3.22 

Step3 

Nlon-Federal Source Contributi:on Calculator for SV2024-25 

Enter t he t ot al paid lunch oount (for al l p( ces). 

Annual.Number of 
Paid Lunches for SY 

2022-23 

Total Revenue 
Total Price Increase for SY 2024- from Non-Federal 

25 Source.sforSY 
2024-25 

28,167 $ 7,886.76 



Using the Nonprogram Food Revenue
Tool is the most simplified approach for
SFAs to assess compliance with
nonprogram food revenue. All SFAs
who sell nonprogram foods are required
to assess compliance annually. To
complete the Nonprogram Food
Revenue Tool, SFAs must collect the
cost of both program and nonprogram
foods and the total revenue from the
previous school year (SY).
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• For example, to comply at the start of SY 
19-20, the Nonprogram Food Revenue 
Tool must be completed for all 
transactions from  SY 18-19.

• The tool is not required to be submitted 
to ALSDE unless requested at the time 
of the Administrative Review but is 
required to be  kept on file for a minimum 
of five years.

Using the Non-Federal Contribution Calculator – Lunch Prices Are Not IncreasedUsing the Split Calculator – Lunch Prices Increased/Contribution of Non-Federal Funds 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

COMPARISONS 

Completing the PLE Tool  
Step 2 

Weighted Average 
Price for SY 2024-25 

Enter the weighted 

average price th at wil l be 
used to spl it the, 

$ 

Step2 

Weighted Average 
Price for SY 2024-25 

Enter the weighted 

avera ge price th at will be 

used t o split t e 

requirement . 

$ 

Step3 

Non-Federal Source Contribution Calculator for SY 2024-25 

Enter t he t ot al pa icl lunch cou nt (fo r all prices). 

Annual Number of 
Paid Lunches for SY 

2022-23 

Total Revenue 
Total Price Increase for SY 2024- from Non-Federal 

25 Sources for SY 
2024-25 

28,117 $ 

Step3 

Non-Federal Source Contribution Calculator for SY 2024-25 

Enter the tot al paicl lunch co unt (for all prices). 

Annual Number of 
Paid Lunches for SY 

2022-23 

Total Revenue 
Total Price Increase for SY 2024- from Non-Federal 

25 Sources for SY 
2024-25 

28,117 $ 

Step 2 

Weighted Average 
Price for SY 2024-25 

Enter t he weight ed 

average price t hat will be 

used to spl iit the 

$ 

Step2 

Weiglht ed Average 
Prke for SY 2024-25 

Enter the weighted 

average price that w·11 be 

used t o split the 

$ 

Step3 

Non-Federal Source Contribution Calculator for SY 2024-25 

Enter the total paicl lunch co unt (fo r all prices). 

Annual Number of 
Paid Lunches for SY 

2022-23 

Total Revenue 
Total Price Increase for SY 2024- from Non-Federal 

25 Sources for SY 
2024-25 

28,167 $ ~ I 

Step3 

Non-Federal Source Contribution Calculator for SY 2024-25 

Enter the tot al pa icl lunch co unt (for all prices). 

Annual Number of 
Paid Lunches for SY 

2022-23 

Total Revenue 
Total Price Increase for SY 2024- from Non-Federal 

25 Sources for SY 
2024-25 

28,167 $ 
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Completing 
the Paid 

Lunch Equity 
(PLE) Tool 

Completing the 
SY 2024-25 Report 

SFA NAME: [TYPE SFA NAME HERE] 

Paid Lunch Equity Report for SY 2024-2025 
This report provides a summary of what calculations were conducted for SY 2024-25. It deta ils the weighted average paid price requirement, the 

method SFAs chose to meet the requirement and any shortfa ll or credit that will need to carried fo rward to the next school year. When changes are 
made in the tool itself, the contents of this report will change accordingly. This report will be helpful to have when completing next year's PLE tool 

so it is recommended that SFAs print and keep this repori in their records. 

Section 1: SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Paid Price Requirements 

A. Requirement to the nearest cent: 
This unrounded price will be entered into the SY 2025-26 tool to determine the SY 2025-26 weighted average 

price requirements 

B. Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to the nearest 5 cents: 

Section 2: Amounts Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

Select the method used to meet the requirement for SY 2024-25 

$3.48 

$3.45 



What are the last steps needed to complete the PLE Tool? 

Once the SFA has entered all of the necessary 
information for its chosen PLE Requirement method, 
the SFA must complete the SY 2023-24 Report tab. 
• The SFA must select the SY 2023-24 method used to 

ensure sufficient funds are provided for PAID Lunches. 
• Increase SY 2024-25 weighted average price 
• Contribute Non-Federal Sources for SY 2024-25 
• Both (Split Calculator) 
• At or above equity 
• Exemption granted 

• Remember, if you already charging $3.85 per paid lunch 
meal, you are compliant. 

• SFAs can increase their average paid meal prices by more 
than the maximum required amount. 
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For this year, the PLE Tool is not required if an SFA 
have a positive or zero balance as of June 30, 
2023. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

This is the report 
required if the 

SFA decided to 
increase the 

average 
weighted prices 

for SY 2024-
2025. 

SFA must enter 
the new average 
weighted price 
for SY 2024-

2025. (Required 
price increase 

with $0.10 cap.) 

SY 2024-25 Report & Schedule A Revisions 
hat are the last steps needed to complete PLE Tool? 

SFA NAME: Channel City School District 

Paid Lunch Equity Report for SY 2024-2025 
This report provides a summary of what ca lcu lations were conducted for SY 2024-25. It details the weighted average paid price requirement, the 

method SFAs chose to meet the requirement and any shortfall or credit that will need to carried forward to the next school yea r. When changes are 

made in the too l itself, the contents of th is report will change accordingly. This report will be helpful to have when complet ing next year's PLE tool 
so it is recommended that SFAs print and keep th is report in their records. 

Section 1: SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Paid Price Requirements 

A. Requirement to the nearest cent: 
rhis unrounded price will be entered into the S'/ 2025-26 tool to determine the S'/ 2025-26 weighted average 

price requirements 

B. Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to the nearest scents: 

Section 2: Amounts Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

Select the method used to meet the requirement fo r SY 2024-25 

'ilethod 1: Raise the Weighted Average Price of Paid Lunches 

Average Weighted Price Adjustments 

,. Remaining Shortfall Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

8. Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

C. Weighted Average Price for SY 2024-25: 

$3.52 

$3.50 

$0.25 

$0.00 



What are the last steps needed to complete the PLE Tool? 
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This is the report 
required if the SFA 
decided to use the 

Split Calculator 
(increase prices 
and contribute 
Non-Federal 

sources). 

SFA must enter the 
amount of Non-
Federal Source 

Contributions and 
new weighted 
average price. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

This is the report 
required if the SFA 

decided to 
contribute Non-

Federal sources for 
SY 2023-2024. 

SFA must enter the 
amount of Non-
Federal Source 

contributions for SY 
2023-24.   (SY 2023-

24 Annual Non-
Federal Source 

Contribution with 
$0.10 cap.) 

SY 2024-25 Report & Schedule A Revisions 
SFA NAME: Chonnel City School District 

Paid Lunch Equity Report for SY 2024-2025 
This report provides a summary of what calculat ions were conducted for SY 2024-25. It deta il s the weighted average paid prke requirement, the 

ethod SF As chose to meet t he req uirement and any shortfall or credit that will need to ca rried forwa rd to the next school year. When change!> are 

made in the tool itself, the contents of th is report will change accordingly. This report will be hel pfu l to have when completing next year's PLEtool 
so it is recommended that SF As print and keep this repo11 in t heir records. 

1Sect ion 1: SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Paid Price Requirements 

A. Requirement to the nearest cent: 
f his unrounded price will be entered into the Sf 2025-26 tool to determine the Sf 2025-26 weighted average 

price requirements 

B. Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to the nHrest 5 cents: 
1 
Section 2: Amounts Carried Forward to SY 202S-26 

Select the method used to meet the requ irement for SY 2024-25 

'Aethod 2: Contribu te Revenue fro m non-Federal Sources to the Nonprofi t Food Service 

!l.ccount 

Non-Federal Source Contributions 

D. Remaining Shortfall Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

E. Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

F. Amount of Revenue from non-Federal Sources for SY 2024-25: 

G. Non-Federal Revenue Sources: 

H. General Fund Transfer: 

$3.52 

$3.50 

$7,041.75 

SFA NAME: Channel City School District 

Paid Lunch Equity Report for SY 2024-2025 
This report provides a summary of what calculations were conducted for SY 2024-25. It details the weighted average paid price requirement, the 

method SFAs chose to meet the requirement and any shortfall or credit that will need to carried forward to the next school year. When changes are 
made in the tool itself, the contents of this report will change accordingly. This report will be helpful to have when completing next year's PLE tool 

so it is recommended that SFAs print and keep this report in their records. 

Section 1: SY 2024-25 Weighted Average Paid Price Requirements 

A. Requirement to the nearest cent: 
This unrounded price will be entered into the SY 2025-26 tool to determine the SY 2025-26 weighted average 

price requ irements 

B. Requirement ROUNDED DOWN to the nearest 5 cents: 

Jsection 2: Amounts Carried Forward to SY 2025-26 

Select the method used to meet the requirementfor SY 2024-25 

Method 3: Split the Requirement by Raising the Weighted Average Price of Paid Lunches and 
Contributing Revenue from non-Federal Sources to the Nonprofit Food Service Account 

Split Calculat ions 

I. Remaining Shortfall Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

J. Remaining Credit Carried Forward to SY 2025-26: 

K. Weighted Average Price for SY 2024-25: 

L. Amount of Revenue from non-Federal Sources for SY 2024-25: 

$3.52 

$3.50 

$7,041.75 

$0.00 

$3.22 

$9,858.45 



Creating a Schedule A Revision to Revise Meal Prices 

□ Once the SFA has completed the PLE Tool for SY 
2024-2025, the SFA must determine if a Schedule A 
Revision is needed. 

□ If the method chosen for the PLE Requirement results 
in the SFA needing to increase prices, you will follow 
the follow steps to revise meal prices: 
 Log into the Online Application. 
 Click on the NSLP tab. 
 Click on Forms. 
 Click on Schedule A form. 
 Enter a “Reason for Revision” (Revising Meal Prices for 

SY24-25 based on the PLE Tool). 
 Enter the “Revision Effective Start Date” (07/01/2024). 
 Revise your meal prices. 
 Click on “Save”. 
 Go to the “Submit Apps” page and submit the Schedule A 

Revision. 
 Changes must be approved by ALSDE. 
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All Schedule A Revisions pertaining to PLE 
must be completed by August 1, 2024. 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 

SY 2024-25 Report & Schedule A Revisions 

Reason for Revision: 

Revision Effective Start Date: ~---~G=I 
Click Here to Create a Revision 

Schedule A:. Meal Charge lnfonnation 
e following meal charge information, Student Breakfast, Lunch and Snack Charges for Elementary, Middle and High Instructions: Complete th 

Schools, for Reduced and 
enter dollar signs ($) or c 

Full price meals, as well as Employee, Contract and Other Meals. All fields on this form are in monetary values. Do not 
om mas (,). Enter decimal places to specify cents. 

Student Breakfast Charge 
Type 

1. Elementary 

2. Middle 

3. High 

Student Lunch Charges 
Type 

4. Elementary 

5. Middle 

6. High 

Other Meal Charges 
Type 

7. Visitor - Child 

8. Visitor - Adult 

9. Employee 

s 
Reduced Price(<= 0.30) Full Price 

10.3000 
I 

I 1.5000 
I 

lo 3000 
I 

I 1.5000 
I 

lo 3000 
I 

I 1 5000 
I 

Reduced Price(<= 0.40) Full Price 

io.4000 
I 

12 5000 I 

lo 4000 
I 

12.7500 
I 

lo 4000 
I 

12.7500 
I 

Breakfast Lunch 

12.7500 
I 

14.5000 
I 

12 7500 
I 

14.5000 
I 

12 2500 
I 

13 5000 
I 

I 

I 



• Teachers, parents, children, administrators, 
custodians, other adults, and other visitors that 
are not enrolled in your school district. 

• Nonprogram meals must be priced so that the 
payment in combination with any per-lunch 
revenues is sufficient to cover the overall cost of 
the nonprogram lunch meal. The value of any 
USDA entitlement and bonus donated foods 
used to prepare the meal should be included in 
the pricing of nonprogram meals. 

31 CALCULATING NONPROGRAM MEAL PRICES 

Nonprogram Meals 



The calculation for nonprogram meal prices is 
done on an annual basis. It is typically done 
before the start of the school year, when the 

SFA is submitting their annual online 
agreement to ALSDE. 

Pricing vs. Non-Pricing – Lunch Meals 

□ For Pricing SFAs: 
□ The minimum nonprogram payment should 

reflect the price charged to Students paying the 
school’s designated full price, plus the current 
value of Federal cash (paid reimbursement for 
students) and donated food assistance 
(entitlement and bonus) for full price meals. 
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□ For Non-Pricing SFAs: 
□ The nonprogram charge should be at least the 

amount of reimbursement received for a free 
lunch under Section 4 and 11 of the National 
School Lunch Act, plus the per-meal value of 
both entitlement and bonus donated foods, or 
for breakfasts, the rate established for free 
meals under Section 4 of the Child Nutrition Act, 
plus the value of bonus commodities. 

CALCULATING NONPROGRAM MEAL PRICES 

Paid Student Lunch Price 
+ Paid Student USDA Reimbursement Rate 

+ Value of USDA Donated Foods 
= Minimum Price for Adult Lunch 

$3.25 + $0.47 (>60% + 8 cents) + $0.30 = $4.02 

The best practice is to round this value up to $4.25. 

Free Student USDA Reimbursement Rate 
+ Value of USDA Donated Foods 
= Minimum Price for Adult Lunch 

$4.25 (>60% + 8 cents) + $0.30 = $4.55 

The best practice is to round this value up to $4.75. 

SFAs must ensure that all Nonprogram Lunch Meals 
are priced according to Federal Regulations. 

Calculating Nonprogram Meal Prices Lunch 



Pricing vs. Non-Pricing – Breakfast Meals 

□ For Pricing SFAs: 
□ The minimum nonprogram payment should 

reflect the price charged to Students paying the 
school’s designated full price, plus the current 
value of Federal cash (paid reimbursement for 
students) and donated food assistance 
(entitlement and bonus) for full price meals. 
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□ For Non-Pricing SFAs: 
□ The nonprogram charge should be at least the 

amount of reimbursement received for a free 
breakfast under Section 4 and 11 of the National 
School Lunch Act, plus the per-meal value of 
both entitlement and bonus donated foods, or 
for breakfasts, the rate established for free 
meals under Section 4 of the Child Nutrition Act, 
plus the value of bonus commodities. 

CALCULATING NONPROGRAM MEAL PRICES 

Paid Student Breakfast Price 
+ Paid Student USDA Reimbursement Rate 

+ Value of USDA Donated Foods 
= Minimum Price for Adult Lunch 

$2.00 + $0.35 (Severe Need) + $0.30 = $2.65 

The best practice is to round this value up to $2.75. 

Free Student USDA Reimbursement Rate 
+ Value of USDA Donated Foods 
= Minimum Price for Adult Lunch 

$2.73 (Severe Need) + $0.30 = $3.03 

The best practice is to round this value up to $3.25. 

SFAs must ensure that all Nonprogram Breakfast 
Meals are priced according to Federal Regulations. 

Calculating Nonprogram Meal Prices 
The calculation for nonprogram meal prices is 
done on an annual basis. It is typically done 
before the start of the school year, when the 

SFA is submitting their annual online 
agreement to ALSDE. 

Breakfast 

Pricing vs. on-Pric·,ng - Breakfast eals 



• If the PLE Tool results in an increase in Paid Student 
Lunch Meal Prices, the SFA must also revise 
Nonprogram Meal Prices according to the Federal 
Guidelines. 

• The new prices must be included under Schedule A – 
Meal Charge Info before the SFA submits the Online 
Application for the new year or the SFA must submit 
a Schedule A Revision. 

• Please allow enough time for your district’s board 
approval process, if applicable. 

• Make sure to update your POS system to reflect the 
new Nonprogram Meal Prices (if prices were 
adjusted). 
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CNP Reminders 



In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, this 
institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual 
orientation*), disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. 
Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language), 
should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 
(voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA Program Discrimination 
Complaint Form which can be obtained online at: USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form 
from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the 
complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient 
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The 
completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the 
Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) 
email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 

*The enclosed “non-discrimination” language herein was added pursuant to the May 5, 2022, USDA memorandum. However, 
although included as currently required for audit compliance by the USDA, the State of Alabama objects to its inclusion, 
applicability and the application of this language due to currently pending legal challenges in the matter of The State of 
Tennessee, et al. v. USDA, et al., Case No. 3:22-cv-00257, and may be subject to change or removal. 

USDA Non-Discrimination Statement 

Alabama State Department of Education 

https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov




Attendance Verification / Certificate 

Please Follow the QR Code and Complete the Survey to Verify Completion of the PLE Webinar 

https://forms.office.com/r/GLjq61SmBJ 

https://forms.office.com/r/GLjq61SmBJ


Christina Glover 
Accountant 
ALSDE CNP School Programs 

PAID LUNCH EQUITY 
Overview of PLE and Guidelines for the USDA PLE Tool 

Annual Webinar Training Series: 

BREAK for a PLATE 
ALABAMA 
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