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WHAT IS THE ACAP ALTERNATE?
The ACAP Alternate is a standards-based assessment administered to students in Grades 2–8, 
10, and 11 in English language arts (ELA) and math, and in science in Grades 4, 6, 8, and 11, as 
an alternate to the general education state assessments. The ACAP Alternate provides teachers, 
students, and parents with an assessment of student progress in mastering skills identified in 
the Alabama Alternate Achievement Standards. The assessment is administered to students 
with the most significant cognitive disabilities who qualify for participation on the ACAP 
Alternate as determined by the IEP team. The ACAP Alternate is administered once a year in the 
spring. 

The primary purpose of the ACAP Alternate is to determine the level at which Alabama students 
are meeting the standards. 

HOW IS THE ACAP ALTERNATE ADMINISTERED TO STUDENTS?
The ACAP Alternate is an untimed, paper-based student booklet assessment, with an online 
testing environment for the Test Administrator (TA). The TA reads the entire test. The student 
provides a response to each test item, and the TA records the student’s responses into the test 
engine. The student may respond verbally, by pointing to or marking their response in the test 
booklet, by eye gazing, using a communication device, or by any other means of 
communication used regularly by the student in the classroom. At no time does the student 
interact with the computer. The student is not required to record any answers in the student 
test booklet but may do so if preferred.

WHAT IS THE INDIVIDUAL STUDENT REPORT (ISR)?
The Alabama Individual Student Report (ISR) is a two-page report prepared in PDF format for 
teachers, parents, and students to understand how the student performed on the ACAP 
Alternate. This valuable information can help parents understand the areas in which their 
student is doing well and areas they are still mastering and/or need additional support. Please 
see the last two pages of this document for an example of an Individual Student Report. Use 
the numbered callouts shown throughout the document for an explanation of the key sections 
of the report. 

WHAT ARE THE REPORTING CATEGORIES?
Each reporting category within a content area corresponds to a subset of the Alabama 
Alternate Achievement Standards. In each reporting category, the student is given a rating of 
one to three stars to describe performance in the specific area. See callout number six on the 
example ISR below. 
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ELA, math, and science each have independent reporting categories shown on the report. 
These categories vary slightly at the different grade levels. 

Visit the following websites for in-depth and grade-specific information about each category 
and how it relates to daily instruction. 

· ELA: Alternate Achievement Standards - ELA

· Math: Alternate Achievement Standards - Math

· Science: Alternate Achievement Standards - Science

HOW ARE THE TEST RESULTS USED?
The ISR report will present data designed to help students, parents, teachers, and 
administrators identify individual students’ areas of strength and areas of need as measured by 
the standards.
Timely and meaningful assessment information about each student’s performance allows

· teachers to target instruction to individual student needs,

· students to learn areas of strength and need to better target their own efforts,

· administrators to more fully understand what students know and are able to do to guide 
curriculum and professional development decisions, and

· parents/families to understand what the student knows and is able to do within the 
academic content areas of English language arts, math, and science as delineated by the 
Alabama Alternate Achievement Standards.

WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH THE SCORES?
Parents can use test scores to communicate with their students’ teacher about their learning 
progress. Here are some questions to help get the conversation going: 

· How did my student perform in comparison to their individualized learning 
goals/expectations?

· What specific skills should we focus on building at home?

· Are there additional interventions you would recommend based on the assessment data?

https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/SE_202351_English-Language-Arts-Alternate-Achievement-Standards-2021_V1.0.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/SE_20221024_2021-AAS-MATH-Document_V1.0.pdf
https://www.alabamaachieves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Science-Final-AAS.pdf
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